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PREFACE. 


The  substance  of  the  following  discourse  has 
been  delivered  at  different  times  and  places  dur- 
ing the  last  sixteen  or  seventeen  years,  but  more 
frequently  within  the  last  fifteen  months;  since  by 
the  Providence  of  God,  the  author  has  been  call- 
ed to  take  a  prominent  part  in  the  administration 
of  the  rite  of  which  it  treats.  Some  of  his  bre- 
thren have  been  pleased  to  declare  their  approba- 
tion of  the  views  set  forth  by  him  on  such  occa- 
sions, and  to  express  a  wish  that  he  would  sub- 
mit the  same  to  the  public  in  the  form  of  a  tract 
or  sermon.  In  complying  with  this,  their  re- 
quest, which  he  has  ever  intended  and  promised 
to  do,  without  fixing  a  definite  period  for  the  exe- 
cution of  it,  his  hope  and  prayer  is,  that  the  fol  - 
lowing  discourse  may  contribute  something  to  the 
removal  of  misunderstandings  and  prejudices 
which  exist  on  this  subject.  Something  of  this 
kind  appears  to  be  particularly  called  for  by  our 
churches  in  Virginia,  since  nothing  on  the  sub- 
ject has  heretofore  been  published  and  circulated 
among  them.  The  author  would  humbly  com- 
mit his  effort  into  the  hands  of  Him,  without 
whose  blessing,  nothing  can  prosper. 


SERMON. 


ROMANS  X.  10,  11. 

for  with  the  heart  man  believeth  unto 
righteousness;  and  with  the  mouth  con- 
fession IS  made  unto  salvation,  for  the 

scripture    SAITH,  whosoever    BELIEVETH  IN 
HIM  SHALL  NOT  BE  ASHAMED. 

As  there  are  some  in  this  assembly  who,  mov- 
ed I  trust,  by  the  good  Spirit  of  God,  desire  on 
this  day,  for  the  first  time,  to  make  a  public  de- 
dication of  themselves,  to  the  service  of  their 
Maker  and  Redeemer,  I  have  chosen  these  few- 
words,  of  an  inspired  Apostle,  from  which  t« 
address  them  and  others  present,  in  such  a  man- 
ner as  the  occasion  demands.  Our  text  is  one  of 
many  passages  of  God's  word,  which  most  em- 
phatically demand,  not  only  an  inward  faith  and 
piety,  but  an  outward  and  public  avowal  of  the 
same  before  men.  God,  who  well  knows  the  in- 
firmities whereof  we  are  made,  and  the  influence 
of  the  world  around  us,  upon  our  weak  and  ir- 
resolute natures,  has  given  us  a  religion  just  suit- 
ed to  our  characters,  and  well  calculated  to  arm 
us  against  all  our  enemies.  But  in  all  ages,  there 
kave  been  those,  who  have  thought  they  might 


6  SERMON    ON 

dispense  with  a  part  of  that  religion,  and  be  as 
surely  saved,  by  the  remainder.  Some  have  sup- 
posed, they  might  be  saved,  by  only  believing 
with  their  hearts,  without  confessing  with  their 
mouths;  that  by  a  silent,  inward,  unprofessed  faith 
and  piety,  they  could  please  God,  and  be  accept- 
ed of  him,  without  the  observance  of  those  out- 
ward institutions,  by  which  according  to  his  ap- 
pointment, we  declare  ourselves  to  be  members 
of  his  kingdom  upon  earth.  Different  motives 
and  considerations;  have  led  to  this  experiment, 
at  successive  periods  of  the  Church.  In  the  first 
ages,  such  was  the  offence  of  the  Cross,  and  such 
the  jeopardy  into  which  life,  and  all  which  made 
life  valuable  on  earth,  was  brought  by  a  confes- 
sion of  Christ,  that  many  were  strongly  tempted 
to  seek  the  saving  virtue  of  his  religion,  without 
exposing  themselves  and  families  to  the  loss  of 
all  things,  by  an  open  declaration  of  the  faith. 
I  need  not  tell  you,  my  dear  hearers,  what  con- 
demnation such  a  cowardly  spirit  met  with  from 
him,  of  whom  they  hoped  thus  to  obtain  the  sal- 
vation of  their  immortal  souls,  and  how  he  so- 
lemnly forewarned  them  of  an  awful  day,  when 
all  their  expectations  should  perish,  their  fond 
hopes  be  disappointed,  and  when,  before  the  as- 
sembled universe,  he  would  be  ashamed  to  own 
them,  who  had  thus  been  ashamed  to  own  him. 
In  succeeding  ages,  there  have  been  those,  who, 
through  false  shame  and  the  fear  of  ridicule,  have 
fallen  into  the  same  error;  and  some  there  have 
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been,  who,  through  humility,  mingled  with  timi- 
dity, have  shrunk  from  a  profession  of  faith,  lest 
they  should  afterwards  bring  reproach  upon  it. 
For  these  last,  it  becomes  us  to  feel  a  greater  de- 
gree of  tenderness,  and  we  should  encourage 
them  to  make  a  good  confession,  at  the  same  time 
warning  them,  how  much  loss  of  present  peace 
they  may  suffer  by  delay,  and  how,  perhaps, 
such  neglect  may  lead  to  the  loss  of  all.  We 
must  warn  all  men,  of  the  extreme  temerity  of 
attempting,  in  the  great  strife  for  eternity,  to  se- 
cure the  crown  of  glory,  with  only  a  part  of  that 
whole  ''  armor  of  God"  which  he  has  provided 
for  his  soldiers. 

There  is,  doubtless,  included  in  our  text,  a 
general  confession  of  our  faith, — on  all  suitable 
occasions,  whether  private  or  public.  But  since 
Christ,  the  great  Head  of  the  Church,  has  ap- 
pointed certain  public  ordinances,  as  seals  of  the 
covenant,  as  means  of  grace,  and  modes  of  declar- 
ing our  allegiance  to  him^  we  may  surely  apply 
this  passage  to  such,  and  call  on  those  who  de- 
sire to  be  saved  through  him,  thus  to  worship 
and  confess  him — before  men. 

There  are  two  ordinances  of  our  holy  religion, 
usually  called  sacraments,  by  the  various  deno- 
minations of  Christians,  which  all  agree  to  have 
been  appointed  by  Christ  himself,  and  by  which 
we  become  fully  connected  with  his  Church  and 
Kingdom — ^thus  confessing  him  before  men — I 
mean  Baptism  and  the  Lord's  Supper,     The  for- 
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iner,  by  the  common  consent  of  almost  all  deno- 
minations in  every  age,  is  applied  to  children, 
who  are  believed  to  be,  according  to  the  tenor  of 
God's  word,  proper  subjects  for  admission  into 
Christ's  Church.  Parents,  or  other  suitable  per- 
sons, are  permitted  to  present  them  to  the  Lord, 
according  to  solemn  forms,  and  on  the  condition 
of  doing  all  that  in  them  lies  to  prepare  them  for 
an  open  profession  of  their  faith,  when  they  shall 
reach  the  years  of  discretion.  The  participation 
of  the  Lord's  Supper,  is  one  of  those  modes  of 
confessing  our  Saviour,  plainly  enjoined  in  his 
word.  In  receiving  candidates  to  this  complete 
union  with  the  Church  of  Christ,  some  suitable 
preparatory  exercises,  examination,  and  forms  of 
admission,  must,  of  course,  be  adopted  by  those 
to  whom  the  government  of  Christ's  Church  and 
the  administration  of  his  ordinances  are  commit- 
ted. These  methods  vary  in  different  denomina- 
tions of  Christians.  In  some,  the  candidate  is 
required  to  give  an  account  of  his  conversion,  his 
faith,  and  his  hope,  before  the  members  of  the 
Church,  and  is  received  or  rejected  by  a  vote  ot 
the  same.  In  others,  such  examination  is  con- 
ducted before  a  more  select  number,  who  decide 
on  the  admission  or  exclusion  of  the  candidate. 
In  others,  this  duty  is  confided  more  entirely  to 
the  Ministers,  who,  in  private  conference  with 
the  persons  desiring  to  come  to  the  communion, 
advise  as  may  seem  best.  It  is  not  our  intention 
to  express  any  opinion  as  to  the  real  or  compara- 
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tivt  merit  of  these  different  modes  which  have 
been  adopted  to  secure  the  important  end  of 
guarding  the  purity  of  the  Churches,  by  exclud- 
ing unworthy  persons  from  the  communion. — 
God  hath  doubtless  blessed  them  all,  and  made 
them  more  or  less  effectual  to  the  end  in  view. 
Let  me  embrace  this  opportunity  of  stating  the 
course  which  has  seemed  best  to  the  Church, 
with  which  it  is  our  privilege  to  be  connected. 
At  that  interesting  moment,  when  the  children 
born  within  our  communion  are  brought  before 
the  congregation  to  be  presented  unto  God,  and 
to  be  baptized  in  the  name  of  the  Father,  Son, 
and  Holy  Ghost,  the  Church  most  solemnly  en- 
joins it  on  those  who  have  brought  them  and  en- 
tered them  into  covenant  with  God,  that  they 
do  henceforth  direct  their  best  efforts  to  the  at- 
tainment of  that  great  object  to  which  baptism 
looks  forward; — that  they  instruct  these  children 
in  the  true  principles  of  religion, — that  they 
teach  them  all  things  which  are  necessary  to  their 
soul's  health:  especially  that  they  cause  them  to 
commit  to  memory,  and  to  understand  the  Lord's 
Prayer,  the  Ten  Commandments,  the  Apostles' 
Creed,  and  such  other  things  as  are  contained  in 
a  certain  Catechism,  which  is  a  brief  summary 
of  all  that  is  required  to  be  believed,  felt,  and  done 
by  us,  in  the  Word  of  God.  The  Ministers  of 
the  Church  also,  are,  by  the  canons  and  their  or- 
dination vows,  under  obligation  to  unite  with 
the  parents  and  sponsors  in  these  instructions^ — 
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and  all  this  is  required,  in  order  that  nothing  may 
be  omitted  which,  by  the  blessing  of  God,  may 
incline  and  assist  the  young,  at  the  earliest  pe- 
riod, to  the  attainment  of  true  piety.  Their  pa- 
rents and  sponsors  pledge  them,  at  baptism,  to  a 
public  declaration  of  the  faith  as  soon  as  they 
shall  reach  the  years  of  discretion.  So  soon  as 
those  years  come  it  is  looked  for,  and  the  Church 
has  appointed  a  particular  officer  to  call  for  it, 
and  a  solemn  form  by  which  it  is  to  be  made. — 
The  Bishop  of  every  diocess  is  appointed  to  vi- 
sit, as  often  as  possible,  the  different  congrega- 
tions under  his  care,  and  to  attend  to  this  among 
other  duties.  Previous  and  timely  notice  of  his 
visits,  is  to  be  given  to  the  Ministers,  in  order 
that  they  may  add  to  that  general  attention  to  the 
young,  which  is  never  to  be  relaxed,  a  special  in- 
struction and  examination  of  them,  with  a  view  to 
the  recognition  and  renewal  of  the  baptismal  vows. 
The  Bishop,  according  to  a  prescribed  and  solemn 
form,  demands  of  them,  whether  they  do,  in  the 
sight  of  God  and  the  congregation,  renew  the 
vow,  promise,  and  profession,  made  for  them  in 
their  infancy,  and  are  resolved,  by  God's  grace, 
to  fulfil  the  same,  during  the  remainder  of  their 
lives;  to  which  each  one  is  audibly  to  answer, 
"  I  do:"  whereupon  belays  his  hands,  according 
to  an  ancient  and  venerable  ceremony,  on  the 
head  of  each  one,  and  offers  up  a  prayer  for  the 
same.  But  this  must  not  be  done  for  any,  except 
those  whose  names  have  been  presented  by  the 
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Minister  to  the  Bishop,  in  writing,  as  persons 
whom  he  deems  worthy.  And  henceforth  it  be- 
comes the  privilege  and  duty  of  those  who  have 
been  confirmed,  to  partake  of  the  Lord's  Supper, 
in  obedience  to  the  command  of  Him  whose  dis- 
ciples they  now  profess  to  be.  This  si  pie  state- 
ment serves  to  correct  an  error  into  which  some 
have  fallen  in  relation  to  our  Church,  who  sup- 
pose that  any  persons  who  shall  feel  thus  dispos- 
ed, may  come  forward  at  any  time  to  our  commu- 
nion, without  confering  with  the  Minister  or  any 
other  person.  According  to  the  rubric  no  one 
can  come  to  the  Lord's  Supper  without  being  pre- 
viously confirmed,  or  being  ready  and  desirous 
so  to  be,  (when  opportunity  shall  offer);  and 
none  are  allowed  to  be  confirmed  who  are  not 
recommended  by  the  Minister,  who  is  of  course 
to  ground  his  recommendation  on  a  knowledge 
and  belief  of  their  fitness. 

Let  parents  and  Ministers  then,  faithfully  per- 
form their  part  in  training  up  the  young  in  God's 
nurture  and  admonition;  let  the  Ministers  pay  a 
special  attention  to  the  instruction  and  prepara- 
tion of  them  for  the  renewal  of  their  baptismal 
vows  in  the  rite  of  confirmation;  let  the  Bishops 
be  faithful  in  their  exhortations  to  parents,  Mi- 
nisters, and  children,  and  we  think  a  more  effec- 
tual barrier  cannot  well  be  raised  around  the  al- 
tar of  the  Lord,  than  is  provided  in  this  part  of 
the  discipline  of  the  Church.  It  is,  indeed,  to 
be  acknowledged,  that  in  times  past,  and  espe- 
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cially  in  the  land  and  Church  of  our  forefathers, 
this  rite  has,  in  the  manner  of  its  observance, 
been  much  abused,  so  as  not  to  yield  the  benefits 
which  might  reasonably  have  been  expected  from 
it.  Very  many  circumstances  contributed  to  this 
abuse,  to  the  great  grief  of  the  pious;  nor  is  it 
to  be  vi'ondered  at,  that  in  the  earlier  times  of, 
the  Church  in  this  country,  a  portion  of  the  same 
abuse  should  have  prevailed.  But  while  we 
look  back  with  shame  and  regret  to  any  degree 
of  corruption  which  may  have  adhered  to  the 
use  of  this  or  of  any  other  religious  observances 
of  the  Church,  it  should  be  a  matter  of  humble 
thankfulness  to  God,  that  in  these  latter  years, 
through  his  great  goodness  and  grace,  so  mani- 
fest an  improvement  has  taken  place  throughout 
our  Church,  in  the  preaching  of  her  Ministers, 
in  the  administration  of  her  ordinances,  and  in 
the  religious  opinions  and  lives  of  her  members. 
Nor  do  we  say  this  on  the  partial  testimony  of 
those  who  are  fondly  devoted  to  her  interests, 
and  who  may  be  deceived  into  too  favorable  an 
opinion  of  her  character.  Often  have  those  wh» 
are  engaged  in  the  arduous  struggle  against  for- 
mer abuses,  and  in  endeavoring  to  secure  the 
richest  blessings  of  Heaven  to  our  Zion,  been 
cheered  by  the  congratulations  of  the  pious  of 
other  communions,  who  have  bid  us  God  speed, 
and  rejoiced  in  the  success  with  which  Heaven 
has  crowned  our  efforts.  It  becomes  us  not,  in- 
deed, to  boast,  but  thanking  God  for  what  has 
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already  been  done  by  the  help  of  his  grace, 
take  courage,  and  proceed  in  our  endeavors  to 
render  our  Church  a  praise  to  him  on  earth,  by 
its  sound  doctrine,  its  wholesome  discipline,  and 
the  holy,  devoted,  and  consistent  lives  of  all  its 
Ministers  and  members.  (See  Appendix,  Note 
A.) 

And  now,  since  we  are  about  to  observe  a  re- 
ligious ceremony,  in  which  we  differ  from  some 
Protestant  Churches,  it  may  not  be  amiss  to  men- 
tion the  reasons  for  such  observance,  not  merely 
for  the  satisfaction  of  our  own  members,  and  to 
correct  their  misunderstanding  of  the  same,  but 
that  any  others  who  may  be  present,  may  have 
an  opportunity  of  judging  for  themselves,  and  in 
the  hope,  that  when  they  have  heard  these  rea- 
sons, they  may  think  more  favorably  of  our  views 
and  endeavors,  than  they  have  heretofore  done. 
It  is  certainly  to  be  desired  that  all  denomina- 
tions of  Christians  should,  in  the  spirit  of  can- 
dor and  charity,  examine  each  other's  peculiar 
opinions  and  distinguishing  ceremonies,  and  en- 
deavor to  think  as  favorably  as  possible  of  the 
same,  (without  departing  from  the  Word  of  God,) 
in  order  that  love  may  be  increased,  and  no  oc- 
casion be  afforded  to  the  enemies  of  religion,  to 
hold  it  up  to  the  odium  of  the  world. 

If  it  be  asked  why  we  have  adopted  that  mode 
of  making  a  first  public  declaration  of  our  faith, 
which  is  used  in  the  rite  of  Confirmation,  we 
may  surely,  without  giving  just  cause  of  offence 
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to  those  who  differ  from  us,  answer  in  the  same 
manner  in  which  all  others  defend  what  may  be 
peculiar  to  their  own  denomination,  that  we  ve- 
rily believe  the  wise  and  pious  framers  of  our 
articles  and  services  did,  in  reforming  the  same 
from  the  corruptions  of  Popery,  most  faithfully, 
fearlessly,  and  prayerfully,  endeavor  to  conform 
them  to  the  Word  of  God,  the  example  of  the 
practice  of  the  Church  in  its  purest  and  best 
ages.  They  were,  however,  uninspired  men; 
nor  did  they  claim  for  themselves,  nor  do  their 
descendants  claim  for  them,  that  infallibility 
which,  at  the  risk  of  their  lives,  they  refused  to 
any  men  or  Church  on  earth.  As  to  the  rite  of 
Confirmation,  which,  at  the  time  of  the  Refor- 
mation, was  found  in  a  most  corrupt  state,  and  yet 
exalted  to  a  rank  with  those  institutions  which 
were  certainly  ordained  by  Christ  himself,  with 
the  sure  promise  of  his  richest  blessings;  while 
the  Fathers  and  Reformers  of  our  Church  re* 
fused  to  consider  it  as  a  sacrament,  they  never- 
theless determined  to  retain  it  because  of  the  high 
claims  it  had  on  our  respect,  and  for  the  many 
and  excellent  benefits  it  was  calculated  to  afford. 
On  looking  into  those  ancient  records  which 
God,  in  his  Providence,  has  permitted  to  be  the 
means  of  conveying  down  to  us  a  history  of  his 
Church,  from  the  time  when  the  inspired  writers 
cease  to  be  historians,  we  find  continual  mention 
made  of  this  rite  as  following  after  baptism.  We 
read  ©f  it  in  the  histories  of  the  early  ages,  and 
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ill  the  records  of  their  councils,  as  something  ge- 
nerally practised  and  highly  esteemed.  As  to 
its  existence,  we  had  as  well  doubt  whether  bap- 
tism and  the  Lord's  Supper  were  practised  in 
those  days;  for  the  same  books  which  speak  of 
the  latter  speak  of  the  former,  and  the  same 
councils  which  legislated  on  the  latter,  legislated 
on  the  former.  We  do  not  mean  to  say  that  this 
rite  is  appointed  in  the  Scriptures  as  clearly  as 
the  others,  but  that  we  have  the  same  proofs  of 
its  observance  in  the  ages  succeeding  that  of  the 
Apostles.  On  referring  to  the  early  writers,  we 
find  that  they  trace  the  custom  to  the  Apostles 
themselves,  and  declare  that  they  practised  it  af- 
ter their  example,  and  under  the  belief  that  it 
was  their  will  that  such  custom  should  be  ob- 
served. They  refer  us  also  to  certain  passages 
of  Scripture,  as,  for  instance,  the  laying  on  of 
hands  by  Peter  and  John,  recorded  in  the  8th 
chapter  of  Acts,  on  which  they  ground  the  pro- 
priety of  the  observance.  The  modern  advocates 
of  this  rite  appeal  to  these  early  writers.  They 
say  that  Tertullian,  who  lived  only  eighty  years 
after  the  Apostle  John,  speaks  of  it  as  a  custom 
universally  prevalent  in  his  time:  "  Hands  were 
laid  upon  those  who  were  baptized  by  benedic- 
tion, calling  for  and  invoking  the  Holy  Spirit." 
They  say  that  St.  Cyprian,  who  lived  only  fifty 
years  later  than  Tertullian,  traces  the  origin  of 
Confirmation  which  was  practised  in  the  Church- 
es to   the  imposition  of  hands  by  the  Apostles, 
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They  quote  St.  Jerome,  of  the  fourth  century, 
who  says,  "as  for  those  who  are  baptized  afar 
off  in  the  lesser  towns  by  the  Presbyters  and  Dea- 
cons, the  Bishop  travels  out  to  them  to  lay  hands 
upon  them,  and  to  invoke  the  Holy  Spirit." — 
They  quote  from  them  and  other  Fathers,  pas- 
sages, showing  that  they  had  great  faith  in  the 
efficacy  of  such  prayers  accompanied  with  this 
ceremony.  Now,  however  fallible  the  Fathers 
may  have  been,  and  however  erroneous  in  some 
of  their  opinions,  it  must  be  acknowledged  that 
they  were  creditable  witnesses  to  the  fact  in  ques- 
tion. They  could  not  be  mistaken  as  to  the  ex- 
istence of  the  rite,  or  the  estimation  in  which  it 
was  held,  and  as  to  the  fact  of  its  being  traced  to 
the  Apostles. 

But  the  advocates  of  this  rite  usually  appeal  to 
a  passage  in  a  record  of  yet  earlier  date,  and  still 
higher  authority,  as  containing  an  allusion  to  this 
custom.  They  think  that  St.  Paul  himself,  in 
the  6th  chapter  of  his  Epistle  to  the  Hebrews, 
wherein  he  mentions  "the  laying  on  of  hands," 
refers  to  this  as  a  practice  in  the  Churches.  The 
whole  passage  is  as  follows,  "  Therefore,  leaving 
the  principles  of  the  doctrine  of  Christ,  let  us  go 
on  unto  perfection;  not  laying  again  the  founda- 
tion of  repentance  from  dead  works,  and  of  faith 
towards  God;  of  the  doctrine  of  baptisms,  and 
of  laying  on  of  hands,  and  of  resurrection  of  the 
dead,  and  of  eternal  judgment."  Commenta- 
tors, it  is  acknowledged,  ditfer  as  to  their  inter- 
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pretation  of  this  passage;  let  those  who  feel  an 
interest  in  the  subject  examine  for  themselves. 
From  the  different  expositions  given,  I  would  se- 
lect and  mention  that  of  Calvin,  the  intrepid  Re- 
former and  learned  Theologian.  He  thinks  that 
this  Epistle  was  not  written  immediately  after 
the  preaching  of  the  Gospel,  but  at  a  later  pe- 
riod, when  the  Churches  were  more  regularly 
organized,  and  catechisms  were  used  by  those 
who  were  candidates  for  admission  into  the 
Church.  He  considers  this  passage  as  referring 
to  those  first  principles  of  religion  which  were 
taught  to  the  catechumens,  whether  they  were 
the  children  of  the  faithful  who  had  been  bap- 
tised in  infancy,  or  the  adult  from  among  the  hea- 
then who  wished  for  baptism.  He  understands 
the  Apostle  as  calling  upon  all  such  as  had  been 
thus  instructed,  not  to  be  satisfied  with  what  they 
had  already  learnt  and  embraced,  but  to  press  for- 
ward, and  seek  after  a  more  perfect  knowledge  of 
vine  things.  By  the  doctrine  of  baptisms,  and  di- 
laying  on  of  hands,  he  understands  the  Apostle 
to  mean,  that  instruction  in  the  first  principles  of 
religion  which  prepared  the  candidates  for  bap- 
tism and  imposition  of  hands.  He  says,  that 
''the  imposition  of  hands  is  joined  with  baptism, 
because  as  there  were  two  kinds  of  catechumens, 
so  there  was  a  double  ceremony.  For  those  who 
were  aliens  or  foreigners  (extranei)  did  come  to 
baptism  before  making'a  profession  of  their  faith. 
?n  those,  catechism  used  to  precede  baptism; 
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but  the  children  of  the  faithful,  since  they  wer-d 
adopted  from  the  birth,  and  by  right  of  promise 
pertained  to  the  body  of  the  Church,  were  bap- 
tized when  infants;  but  their  infancy  being  past, 
after  they  were  instructed  in  the  faith,  offered 
themselves  to  catechism,  which  in  them  wa* 
subsequent  to  baptism;  but  another  rite  was  ap- 
plied, viz:  the  imposition  of  hands.  This  one 
place  abundantly  proves,  that  the  origin  of  this 
ceremony  flowed  from  the  Apostles;  but  after- 
wards it  was  turned  into  superstition,  as  the 
world  almost  always  degenerates  from  the  best 
institutions  into  corruption:  for  they  feigned  it 
to  be  a  sacrament  whereby  the  spirit  of  regene- 
ration was  conferred,  by  which  they  wounded 
baptism;  for  what  was  peculiar  to  it,  they  trans- 
ferred to  imposition  of  hands.  Wherefore  we 
may  know  that  it  was  instituted  by  its  first  au- 
thors, to  be  a  customary  method  of  prayer,  as  in- 
deed Augustine  says.  They  wished,  indeed, 
by  this  rite,  to  approve  that  confession  of  faith 
which  was  made  by  the  youth  just  issuing  out  of 
the  puerile  state.  But  nothing  did  they  think 
of  less,  than  to  injure  the  force  of  baptism. 
Wherefore,  in  this  day,  the  pure  institution  ought 
to  be  retained,  but  the  superstition  ought  to  be 
corrected."     (See  Appendix,  Note  B.) 

Whether  Calvin's  exposition  of  this  text  be 
in  all  respects  correct  or  hot  no  doubt  can  he  left 
i>c,our  minds  as  to  the  opinioi>  of  this  great  re- 
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tbrmer  concerning  the  disputed  clause,  "laying 
on  of  hands." 

The  learned  Theodore  Beza,  also,  successor  to 
Calvin,  bears  testimony,  in  his  comment  on  this 
passage,  to  the  Apostolic  institution  of  this  rite, 
and  speaks  of  an  "  explication  of  Christian  doc- 
trine which  was  delivered  to  the  catechumens,  in 
baptism  and  imposition  of  hands." 

The  learned  Dr.  Owen  also  considers  this  text 
as  referring  to  catechetical  instruction  delivered 
to  those  who  were  candidates  for  admission  into 
the  Christian  Church,  only  that  he  diflfers  from 
Calvin  and  Beza,  by  supposing  that  the  miracu- 
lous gifts  of  the  Holy  Ghost  were  conferred  by 
the  imposition  of  hands  mentioned  in  the  text. 
He  highly  approved,  however,  of  confirmation, 
as  a  part  of  the  discipline  of  the  Church,  and  ac- 
knowledged that  it  existed  in  the  Apostolical 
Churches,  though  commencing,  as  he  thinks,  at  a 
later  date  than  the  Epistle  to  the  Hebrews. — (See 
Appendix,  Note  C.) 

Having  said  thus  much  as  to  a  passage  which 
is  supposed  to  allude  to  this  practice  in  the  pri- 
mitive Church,  it  may  be  proper  to  consider  an 
objection  which  is  sometimes  made  to  the  argu- 
ment drawn  from  the  example  of  the  Apostles  in 
those  instances  wherein  they,  by  prayer  and  im- 
position of  hands,  conferred  the  Holy  Ghost  on 
those  who  were  the  subjects  of  this  rite.  It  has 
been  afiirmed  that,  by  such  prayer  and  laying  on 
of  hands,  the  Apostles  conferred  only  those  mira- 
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culous  gifts  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  which  were  need- 
ful to  establish  the  Gospel  in  those  first  days; 
and  that,  since  there  is  no  pretence  of  conveying 
the  same  in  these  latter  days,  it  is  improper  and 
presumptions  to  observe  this  Apostolic  ceremony 
in  connexion  with  prayer  for  the  ordinary  bles- 
sings of  God's  Spirit.  We  do  not  think  the  ob- 
jection is  valid,  even  were  it  susceptible  of  proof 
that  only  the  miraculous  gifts  of  the  Holy  Ghost 
were  bestowed  by  the  laying  on  of  hands  of  the 
Apostles  on  the  baptized  converts.  And  indeed, 
if  it  should  be  accounted  valid,  it  must  prove  it- 
self to  be  so,  against  the  use  of  the  same  ceremony, 
as  retained  by  all  denominations  in  the  ordina- 
tion of  Ministers,  which  has  been  adopted  from 
the  Apostles,  though  it  is  not  now  supposed  that 
the  same  extraordinary  gifts  of  the  Spirit  are 
thus  communicated  as  in  the  times  of  the  Apos- 
tles. But  without  entering  into  controversy  on 
a  subject  which  can  never  be  certainly  determin- 
ed, we  would  only  ask,  is  there  any  sufficient 
proof  that,  in  all  the  instances  of  the  performance 
of  this  rite  by  the  Apostles,  only  those  miracu- 
lous powers  were  obtained  which  God  w  as  pleas- 
ed to  grant  to  some  evil  men,  (whom  he  would 
disown  on  the  great  day,)  and  none  of  those  ho- 
lier graces  of  the  Comforter,  which  were  so  ne- 
cessary to  animate  and  support  them  in  the  ardu- 
ous duties  and  painful  trials  which  awaited  them? 
We  may  reasonably  suppose  that  the  instances 
mentioned  in  Scripture,  of  such  Apostolic  prayers 
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and  imposition  of  hands,  were  few,  compared 
with  the  many  which  occurred  under  tjieir  min- 
istry, in  all  the  Churches  which  they  planted, 
and  the  places  which  they  visited,  during  their 
continuance  on  earth;  and  we  can  scarcely  believe 
that  they  did  not  often  pray  for,  and  obtain,  the 
sanctifying,  and  consoling,  and  strengthening  in- 
fluences of  the  Spirit,  for  those  on  whom  they 
laid  their  hands.  And  indeed  even  in  those  few 
instances  which  are  on  record,  there  is  one  where 
nothing  is  expressly  said  of  miraculous  gifts.  As 
to  those  men  and  women  in  Samaria,  on  whom 
Peter  and  John  laid  their  hands,  it  is  simply  said, 
they  prayed  for  them,  and  that  they  received  the 
Holy  Ghost,  not  specifying  which  of  the  mani- 
fold gifts  of  the  Holy  Ghost  were  poured  out  up- 
on them. 

It  is  indeed  written,  that  when  Simon  saw 
that,  through  laying  on  of  the  Apostles'  hands 
the  Holy  Ghost  was  given,  he  offered  them  mo- 
ney, saying,  "  give  me  also  this  power,  that  on 
whomsoever  I  lay  hands  he  may  receive  the  Ho- 
ly Ghost;"  and  from  hence  it  may  be  inferred 
that  something  of  a  miraculous  nature  was  done 
by  these  converts  which  was  perceived  by  Si- 
mon, and  by  which  he  knew  that  the  Holy  Ghost 
had  been  imparted.  But  is  there  no  method,  by 
which  we  may  perceive,  that  the  ordinary  in- 
fluences of  the  Holy  Ghost  are  bestowed?  May 
not  this  be  perceived  in  the  joy,  the  peace,  the 
love,  the  zeal,  the  animation  which  would  show 
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itself  in  the  language,  the  countenances,  the  tem- 
pers, the  actions  of  the  young  recipients  of  the 
Holy  Ghost,  in  its  more  bountiful  effusions,  even 
though  the  gift  of  prophecy,  and  tongues,  and 
healing  might  not  be  granted?  Or,  as  is  most 
probable,  may  it  not  have  been  the  case,  that  to 
some  of  these  converts  were  granted  miraculous, 
and  to  others  the  more  ordinary,  gifts  of  the  Spi- 
rit according  as  God  might  see  fit?  Or  even  if 
to  all  of  them  were  given  miraculous  powers, 
who  shall  say  that  the  Apostles  limited  their 
prayers  to  such  gifts,  or  that  God  bestowed  these 
only,  and  not  a  measure  of  those  manifold  gifts 
and  fruits  of  the  Spirit  which  were  so  necessary 
to  animate  their  souls  for  the  fiery  trials  which 
they  had  to  encounter?  Although  it  is  impossi- 
ble for  us  to  arrive  at  any  certainty  on  this  sub- 
ject, yet  we  may  surely  be  permitted  to  believe 
the  probability  of  the  more  general  influences  of 
the  Spirit  on  such  occasions.  But  even  though 
the  contrary  were  susceptible  of  the  clearest  proof, 
and  we  were  assured  that  the  Apostles  in  this 
way  sought  for,  and  conveyed  only  extraordina- 
ry powers,  we  cannot  perceive  the  impropriety  of 
adopting  the  same  ceremony  while  in^ploring  the 
Holy  Spirit  in  such  of  its  ordinary  graces  as  God 
may  be  pleased  to  bestow,  and  which  are  as  ne- 
cessary for  the  preservation  of  religion  in  every 
succeeding  age,  as  the  miraculous  gifts  were  for 
its  propagation  in  the  first.  In  that  early  and 
interesting  period,  God  was  pleased  to  lavish  his 
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gifts  according  to  his  sovereign  pleasure,  through 
various  instruments. 

The  ceremony  of  the  imposition  of  hands,  was 
not  indispensable  to  the  gift  of  the  Holy  Ghost, 
either  in  its  ordinary  or  extraordinary  influences. 
Preaching  alone  was  sometimes  attended  with 
mighty  effect.  In  the  10th  chapter  of  the  Acts 
of  the  Apostles,  it  is  written,  that  while  Peter 
yet  spake  these  words,  the  Holy  Ghost  fell  on 
them  that  heard  the  word,  and  they  spake  with 
tongues  and  magnified  God,  and  were  afterwards 
baptized.  God's  Ministers  still  continue  to  preach 
the  same  w  ord  which  Peter  preached;  and  though 
God  does  not  now  impart  his  miraculous  gifts, 
yet  he  does  accompany  his  word  by  his  Spirit  to 
the  hearts  of  men,  or  vain  would  be  the  preach- 
ing of  his  Ministers.  In  those  early  days  the 
prayers  of  the  Apostles,  and  those  who  were  en- 
dued with  miraculous  gifts,  in  behalf  of  the  sick 
and  dying,  were  wonderfully  answered  accord- 
ing to  the  promise  in  St.  James,  "  that  the  pray- 
er of  faith  shall  save  the  sick,  and  the  Lord  shall 
raise  him  up,  and  if  he  hath  committed  sins  they 
shall  be  forgiven  him."  We  continue  now  to 
pray  for  those  who  are  sick  and  in  affliction  and 
sin,  though  we  cannot  certainly  expect  the  same 
immediate  and  remarkable  display  of  divine 
grace. 

Should  it  be  granted,  then,  that  the  Apostles 
did,  by  prayer,  accompanied  with  the  imposition 
of  hands,    obtain  and  confer  the  extraordina- 
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ry  gifts  of  the  Holy  Ghost  only,  we  do  not  see 
how  it  would  render  this  rite  improper.  At 
what  time  such  gifts  ceased,  cannot  certainly  be- 
ascertained.  That  they  ceased  gradually,  as  the 
necessity  for  them  diminished,  is  agreed  on  all 
hands.  It  is  believed  by  the  best  writers  on  ec- 
clesiastical history,  that  they  continued  after  the 
time  of  the  Apostles,  and  in  some  places,  accord- 
ing to  the  need  for  them,  throughout  the  second 
century.  May  we  not  reasonably  suppose  that 
not  only  the  Apostles,  but  also  those  who  suc- 
ceeded them,  continued  thus  to  supplicate  the 
Hojy  Ghost  in  such  measure,  and  in  such  of  its 
gifts  and  graces  as  God  should  see  fit  tp  bestow, 
according  to  the  exigencies  of  his  Church?  And 
does  not  the  fact  of  the  early  and  general  preva- 
lence of  this  custom,  and  the  reference  of  it  by 
the  Fathers  to  the  practice  of  the  Apostles,  make 
it  higly  probable,  that  the  Apostles  may  have  di- 
rected that  special  prayer  should  be  offered  up 
for  the  Holy  Spirit,  in  behalf  of  those  who  were 
baptized,  and  that  the  same  be  accompanied  by 
imposition  of  hands?  This  was  an  ancient,  ve- 
nerable, and  most  affectionate  form  of  benedic- 
tion and  dedication.  Thus  did  the  Patriarchs 
lay  their  hands  upon  their  beloved  children, 
praying  for,  and  blessing  them.  Thus  did  the 
Priests  of  the  most  High  God,  by  his  command, 
consecrate  the  sacred  victim  at  the  altar.  Thus 
did  the  blessed  Saviour,  taking  little  children  in 
his  arms,  lay  his  hands  upon  them,  and  bless  them. 
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Thus  did  the  Apostles,  in  the  solemn  act  of  con- 
secrating preachers  of  the  everlasting  Gospel,  lay 
their  hands,  and  implore  the  gift  of  God,  upon 
those  who  were  to  go  forth  with  the  demonstra- 
tion of  the  Spirit  and  of  power,  to  proclaim  the 
glad  tidings  of  the  Gospel  to  all  the  world.  And 
on  many  other  occasions,  do  we  find^  not  only 
among  God's  ancient  people,  the  Jews,  but  among 
the  disciples  of  Christ,  the  same  solemn  and  af- 
fecting ceremony  used  to  give  weight  and  im- 
pressiveness  to  prayers  and  benedictions;  and  well 
might  they  hesitate  to  relinquish  forever  a  form 
»^ndeared  to  them  by  so  many  affecting  recollec- 
tions, and  whose  observance  God  had  honored 
with  such  remarkable  displays  of  his  power  and 
goodness.  The  hesitation  has  been  ever  felt, 
and  as  we  have  already  said,  in  one  solemn  trans- 
action of  the  Church,  this  ancient  ceremony  has 
been  retained  by  all  denominations;  I  mean  in 
ordination  of  Ministers,  when  with  solemn  pray- 
er to  God  those  who  ordain,  lay  their  hands  on 
him  who  is  ordained.  They  look  up  to  God  for 
that  Holy  Spirit  which  is  so  needful  to  every  Mi- 
nister, and  though  they  do  not  expect  to  obtain 
and  impart  all  those  spiritual  gifts  which  the 
Apostles  did;  they  feel  it  a  duty  to  pray,  and 
humbly  relying  on  God's  promises  to  believe, 
that  he  will  hear  and  answer  their  prayer  in  such 
manner  as  shall  seem  good  to  him. 

And  now  it  may  not  be  amiss  to  consider  an 
objection  and   prejudice  which   exist  in  some 
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minds  as  to  this  ceremony,  arising  from  a  misun^ 
derstanding  of  the  views  and  doctrines  of  the 
Church.  Seeing  that  this  rite  is  traced  to  the 
Word  of  God  and  the  practice  of  the  Apostles, 
when  bountiful  effusions  of  the  Holy  Ghost  at- 
tended its  observance,  and  that  some  early  wri- 
ters use  such  strong  expressions  concerning  it,  as- 
cribing the  gift  of  the  Holy  Ghost  almost  exclu- 
sively to  it,  many  are  apt  to  associate  in  their 
minds  something  like  presumption,  or  an  extra- 
vagant expectation  of  the  Hoi}  Spirit,  imagining 
perhaps  that  the  Church  confines  the  gift  of  the 
Holy  Ghost  to  this,  and  holds  that  there  is  some- 
thing like  a  magical  charm  in  the  ceremony,  or 
some  peculiar  virtue  in  the  hands  of  him  who 
administers  it,  by  which  the  Holy  Ghost  is  con- 
veyed to  the  recipient.  In  order  to  ascertain 
the  real  views  of  the  Church  on  this  subject,  we 
must  refer  to  her  articles  and  services.  In  the  26th 
article  only  is  any  thing  said  on  this  subject,  and 
there  nothing  is  affirmed  as  to  its  virtue  or  effi- 
cacy; it  is  merely  declared  not  to  belong  to  the 
sacraments,  as  the  Romanists  contend.  We  must 
therefore  turn  to  the  confirmation  service,  in 
which  alone  are  we  to  look  for  the  doctrine  of 
the  Church  in  relation  to  it.  The  reader  is  re- 
quested to  examine  that  service  carefully,  and  he 
•will  not  fail  to  perceive,  from  every  word  of  the 
same,  that  nothing  is  farther  from  its  design  than 
to  encourage  presumption  in  that  officer  to  whom 
its  celebration  is  committed,  or  to  lead  any  one 
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to  suppose  that  he,  by  virtue  of  his  office,  or  of 
the  ceremony  used,  bestows  the  Holy  Ghost  in 
any  other  way  than  God  is  pleased  to  grant  it,  in 
answer  to  humble  prayer,  and  as  a  blessing 
attendant  upon  the  due  performance  of  a  solemn 
religious  rite  by  his  appointed  Ministers.  It  is 
impossible  that  a  service  and  prayers  could  be 
framed  expressive  of  more  entire  dependence  up- 
on God,  and  referring  the  whole  more  humbly 
to  his  grace.  On  first  entering  upon  the  duty, 
the  Bishop  looks  up  to  Heaven  and  says,  *'  Our 
help  is  in  the  name  of  the  Lord;  Lord,  hear  our 
prayer."  The  candidates  also  look  up,  not  to 
the  Bishop,  but  to  the  Lord,  and  exclaim,  '*  Let 
our  cry  come  unto  thee."  The  Bishop  then,  in- 
instead  of  professing  to  impart  the  Holy  Ghost, 
as  to  those  who  have  never  heard  of  it,  returns 
thanks  to  God  for  the  gift  of  his  Spirit  to  them 
in  times  past;  yea,  supposes  them  to  have  pos- 
sessed a  measure  of  the  manifold  gifts  of  the  Spi- 
rit which  belong  to  believers  now,  and  prays  to 
God  for  an  increase  of  the  same,  and  that  they 
may  continue  to  be  thus  blessed  to  the  end.  Not 
trusting  to  the  virtue  of  his  own  hands,  he  cries 
to  God,  let  thy  Fatherly  hand  ever  be  over  them, 
let  thy  Holy  Spirit  ever  be  with  them.  Nor  is 
there  any  prayer  of  thanksgiving  afterwards,  as 
though  God  had  granted  the  Holy  Spirit,  so  as 
to  give  even  plausibility  to  the  charge  of  a  pre- 
sumptious  belief  that  the  Bishop  confers  the  Ho- 
ly Ghost.      He  is  nothing  but  an  humble  sup- 
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pliant  to  Heaven,  for  God's  gracious  favor  on 
those  who  kneel  around  him.  God  forbid  that 
we  should  think  thus  arrogantly  of  ourselves,  as 
though,  by  our  own  power,  we  could  do  any 
thing,  when  even  the  Apostles  presumed  not  to 
impart  any  gift  as  of  themselves.  It  was  by 
means  of  prayer  they  obtained  the  Holy  Ghost, 
and  they  called  it  the  gift  of  God.  But  while 
we  ought  indeed  to  beware  of  any  thing  like 
presumption,  and  be  sure  to  attribute  nothing  to 
ourselves,  we  should,  on  the  other  hand,  beware, 
through  a  false  modesty  or  humility,  of  doubt- 
ing God's  readiness  to  bestow  the  greatest  gifts 
on  the  poorest  of  his  creatures  when  they  ask  in 
faith.  We  must  go  to  his  word,  and  see  what 
that  encourages  us  to  expect,  and  not  fear  to  hope 
for  it.  What  does  that  word  say  concerning  this 
Holy  Ghost,  which  we  almost  fear  to  name,  and 
think  it  presumptuous  to  expect  through  any  me- 
dium, appropriating  it  almost  entirely  to  the 
Apostles  and  primitive  times.  Of  all  the  gifts 
which  God  is  so  ready  to  bestow,  this  is  the 
freest.  He  begs  us  to  ask  for  it;  he  waits  to  be 
gracious  with  it;  he  delares  that  he  is  more  desi- 
rous to  give  his  Spirit  to  those  who  ask  it,  than 
tender  parents  are  to  give  good  things  to  their 
children.  Of  this  it  is  written,  ''  every  one  that 
asketh,  receiveth;  and  he  thatseeketh,  findeth." 
Let  us  not  then,  through  unbelief,  lose  the  bless- 
ing. What  Christian  but  daily  prays  for  this 
Spirit^  and   is  it  presumptuous  to  expect  to  re- 
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veive  it?  Can  his  soul  live  without  it?  What 
Christian  Minister  but  prays  that  this  Spirit,  may 
descend  upon  his  people;  and  except  it  descend, 
are  any  of  his  people  quickened  into  new  life,  or 
those  who  have  been  renewed  strengthened  to 
hold  on  their  way?  And  especially  on  certain 
solemn  occasions,  when  God's  Ministers  and  peo- 
ple meet  together  to  perform  holy  ordinances, 
and  prepare  their  hearts  to  ask  a  great  blessing; 
when  they  cry  mightily  unto  God,  and  plead  his 
promises,  and  exhort  one  another  earnestly,  may 
they  not  look  for  a  richer  portion  from  above? 
Thus  do  we  look  for  the  blessing  of  God  on  those 
who  have  been  preparing  their  heartii  for  this  so- 
lemn occasion,  and  who  now,  in  the  presence  of 
God  and  his  people,  bind  themselves  by  holy 
vows,  "  wheieunto  imposition  of  hands  and  pray- 
er being  added,  our  warrant  for  the  great  good 
eifect  thereof  (says  the  pious  and  judicious  Hook- 
er) is  the  same  which  Patriarchs,  Prophets, 
Priests,  Apostles,  Fathers  and  men  of  God,  have 
had  for  such  their  particular  invocations  and  be- 
nedictions, as  no  man,  I  suppose,  professing  truth 
and  religion,  will  easily  think  to  have  been  with- 
out fruit." 

I  shall  now  conclude  this  part  of  the  subject, 
with  adducing  the  opinion  of  one  whose  good 
judgment  and  moderation  on  all  subjects,  is  ge- 
nerally admitted.  Bishop  Burnet,  in  his  expo- 
sition of  the  articles  of  the  Church,  gives  us  his 
sentiments  on  this  subject  in  the  following  words- 
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"We  find  that  after  Philip,  the  Deacon  and  Evan- 
gelist, had  converted  and  baptized  some  in  Sa- 
maria, Peter  and  John  were  sent  thither  by  the 
Apostles,  who  laid  their  hands  on  such  as  were 
baptized,  and  prayed  that  they  might  receive  the 
Holy  Ghost;  upon  which,  it  is  said,  they  receiv- 
ed the  Holy  Ghost.  Now,  though  ordinary 
functions,  when  performed  by  the  Apostles,  such 
as  their  laying  on  of  hands  on  those  whom  they 
ordained  or  confirmed,  had  extraordinary  effects 
accompanying  them;  but  when  the  extraordina- 
ry effects  ceased,  the  end  for  which  they  were  at 
first  given  being  accomplished,  the  Gospel  having 
been  fully  attested  to  the  world,  yet  the  func- 
tions were  still  continued  of  confirmation  as  well 
as  of  ordination.  And  as  the  laying  on  of  hands 
that  is  reckoned  among  the  principles  of  the 
Christian  doctrine  after  repentance  and  faith,  and 
subsequent  to  baptism,  seems  very  probably  to 
belong  to  this,  so,  from  these  warrants,  we  find, 
from  the  earliest  writings  of  Christianity,  men- 
tion made  of  a  Confirmation  after  baptism,  which, 
for  the  greater  solemnity  and  awe  of  the  action, 
and  from  the  precedent  of  St.  Peter  and  St.  John, 
was  reserved  for  the  Bishop,  to  be  done  only  by 
kim.  (See  Appendix,  Note  D.)  For  these  rea- 
sons we  think  it  is  in  the  power  of  the  Church 
to  require  all  such  as  have  been  baptized  to  come 
before  the  Bishop  and  renew  their  baptismal 
vow,  and  pray  for  God's  Holy  Spirit  to  enable 
them  to  keep  their  vow;  and  upon  their  doing 
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this,  the  Bishop  may  solemnly  pray  over  them, 
with  that  ancient  and  almost  natural  ceremony  of 
laying  his  hands  upon  them,  which  is  only  a  de* 
signation  of  the  persons  so  prayed  over  and  blest, 
\that  God  may  seal  and  defend  them  with  his  Ho- 
ly Spirit;  in  which,  according  to  the  nature  of 
the  new  covenant,  we  are  sure  that  such  as  do 
thus  vow  and  pray,  do  also  receive  the  Holy  Spi- 
rit, according  to  the  promise  that  our  Saviour  has 
made  to  us.  In  this  action  there  is  nothing  but 
what  is  in  the  power  of  the  Church  to  do,  even 
without  any  other  warrant  or  precedent.  The 
doing  all  things  to  order  and  to  edifying  will  au- 
thorize a  Church  to  all  'this,  especially  since  the 
now  universal  practice  of  infant  baptism  makes 
it  more  necessary  than  it  was  in  the  first  times, 
when  chiefly  the  adults  were  baptized.  It  is 
highly  reasonable  that  those  who  gave  no  actual 
consent  of  their  own,  should  come,  and  by  their 
own  express  act,  make  the  stipulations  of  bap- 
tism. It  may  give  greater  impressions  of  awe 
and  respect,  when  this  is  restrained  to  the  high- 
est order  in  the  Church.  Upon  the  sincere  vows 
and  earnest  prayers  of  persons  thus  confirmed, 
we  have  reason  to  believe  that  a  proportioned  de- 
gree of  God's  grace  and  Spirit  will  be  poured  out 
upon  them.  And  in  all  this  we  are  much  con- 
firmed, when  we  see  such  warrant  for  it  in  Scrip- 
ture. A  thing  so  good  in  itself,  that  has  at  least 
a  probable  authority  for  it,  and  was^  certainly  a 
practice  of  the  first  ages^  is  upon  very  just  ground§> 
^iontinued  in  our  Church  " 
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Thus  much  have  we  said  as  to  the  support 
which  this  practice  of  our  Church  derives  from 
Scripture,  from  the  custom  of  the  Church  in  its 
purest  ages,  and  as  to  the  efficacy  which  it  may 
have  in  drawing  down  spiritual  influences  from 
Heaven.  I  shall  now  proceed  to  a  view  of  this 
subject,  about  which  there  can  scarcely  be  any 
difference  of  sentiment. 

Apart  from  its  ancient  use,  and  the  high  re- 
commendation which  it  has  to  those  who  believe 
it  of  Apostolic  appointment,  it  must,  when  pro- 
perly observed,  be  approved  by  all  who  wish 
well  to  tjiie  good  order  and  discipline  of  the 
Ghu^-ch,  and  to  the  religious  education  of  the  ris- 
ing generation. 

It  is  worthy  of  observation,  that  the  Jewish 
Church  is  our  example  in  this,  as  in  the  princi- 
ple and  design  of  other  institutions  of  our  holy 
religion.  Baptism  followed  circumcision;  the 
Lord's  Supper  took  the  place  of  the  Passover; 
and  Confirmation,  the  practice  which  prevailed 
among  the  Jews,  of  bringing  their  children  at  a 
certain  age  (the  age  of  thirteen)  to  be  publicly 
examined  before  the  congregation,  in  order  to 
renew  the  covenant  which  their  parents  had 
made  for  them  in  their  infancy,  and  to  take  up- 
on themselves  their  obligations  of  obedience  to 
the  divine  law.  Jewish  children  were  trained 
up  with  care,  as  a  generation  to  serve  the  Lord. 
Parents  were  commanded  to  teach  the  law  of 
God  to  their  children,  line  upon  line,  precept  up- 
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V  )  precept,  here  a  little  and  there  a  little;  to 
write  thera  on  the  posts  of  their  doors  and  on 
their  gates,  on  their  hands  and  on  their  fore- 
heads, and  on  their  garments,  and  by  all  possible 
means  endeavor  to  impress  them  upon  the  minds 
of  the  young. 

There  were  also  schools  and  academies  in  eve- 
ry city  and  province,  where  the  Doctors  gave 
comments  on  the  law,  and  taught  the  traditions 
to  the  pupils.  The  Scriptures  do  not  inform  us 
at  what  age  they  were  considered  adults,  or  per- 
^ons  capable  of  judging  and  acting  for  themselves 
for  this  would,  of  course,  vary  in  different  per- 
sons. But  the  Jewish  Doctors  fixed  it  at  thirteen, 
at  which  time  they  w^ere  called  sons  of  the  com- 
mandment, that  is,  bound  to  perform  all  the  du- 
ties of  Church  members.  At  this  age,  whoso- 
ever failed  to  comply  with  all  the  Jewish  rites, 
was  cut  off  from  his  people;  because,  having  ar- 
rived at  years  of  discretion,  he  refused  to  enter 
into  full  covenant  with  God. 

The  Christian  Church,  in  its  first  and  best 
days,  closely  copied  after  this  example  of  pious 
parents  among  the  Je\vs.  According  to  the  com- 
mand, they  trained  up  their  children  in  the  nur- 
ture and  admonition  of  the  Lord.  "Religion 
(says  an  early  writer)  was  instilled  into  them  be- 
times, and  grew  up  and  mixed  itself  with  their 
ordinary  labors  and  recreations."  Beside  the  in- 
struction given  them  by  their  parents,  there  were 
catechetical  schools  set  up  in  the  Churches,  and  in 
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Mouses  adjoining  the  Churches,  where  they  were 
instructed  in  the  principles  of  religion.  Thus 
were  they  prepared  for  the  solemn  and  affecting 
duty  of  declaring  before  the  Congregation  their 
gratitude  to  parents  and  sponsors  for  Christian 
baptism  and  education,  and  for  making  a  full  de- 
dication of  themselves  to  the  service  of  their  Re- 
deemer.    (See  Appendix,  Note  E.) 

During  the  dark  and  corrupt  ages  of  the 
Church,  religious  education  was  either  neglected" 
or  confined  to  idle  ceremonies  and  vain  traditions, 
and  the  rite  of  Confirmation  degenerated  into  a 
mere  ceremony.  The  reformers  were  too  wise 
and  holy,  not  to  perceive  the  importance  of  a 
strict  attention 'to  the  education  of  the  young  in 
the  sound  principles  of  our  fa*rth,  and  the  utility 
of  retaining  any  institution  which  should  contri- 
bute to  such  education.  The  great  and  good 
Luther,  together  with  the  reformers  of  the 
Church  of  England,  retained  the  rite  of  Confir- 
mation, which  w^as  so  well  calculated  to  secure 
the  religious  education  of  the  young.  I  am  un- 
able to  say  why  it  was  not  retained  in  the  Chrch- 
es  which  were  organized  under  Calvin,  but  cer- 
tain it  is  that  he  does  most  emphatically  wish  that 
it  was  restored  to  its  pure  and  primitive  use. — 
''  I  sincerely  wish  (he  says)  that  we  retained  the 
custom,  which  I  have  stated  w^as  practised  among 
the  ancients,  before  this  abortive  image  of  a  sa- 
crament made  its  appearance."  Again:  "If this 
discipline  were  observed  in  cur  days,  it  would 
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certainly  sharpen  the  activity  of  some  parents, 
who  carelessly  neglect  the  instruction  of  their 
children  as  a  thing  in  which  they  have  no  con- 
cern, bnt  which,  in  that  case,  they  could  not 
omit  without  public  disgrace; — there  would  be 
more  harmony  of  faith  among  Christian  people, 
nor  would  many  betray  such  great  ignorance  and 
want  of  information; — some  would  not  be  so  easi- 
ly led  astray  with  novel  and  strange  tenets:  in 
short,  all  would  have  a  regular  acquaintance  with 
Christian  doctrine." 

This  want  has  been  so  deeply  felt,  that  we  are 
informed  some  of  the  Calvinistic  Churches,  on 
the  continent  of  Europe,  have  restored  this  rite 
to  its  proper  use.  And  many  eminent  men  there 
are  belonging  to  churches  where  it  is  not  used, 
who  would  gladly  have  something  adopted  with 
a  view  of  effecting  the  object  at  which  Confir- 
mation aims.  I  cannot  forbear  quoting  the 
words  of  a  most  interesting  writer  of  the  present 
day.  The  Rev.  Mr.  James,  a  dissenting  minis- 
ter of  England,  in  a  little  work  entitled  *'  A 
Christian  Father's  Present  to  his  Children," 
which  ought  to  be  in  every  family,  thus  writes: 
'  There  is  a  blank  yet  to  be  filled  up  in  refer- 
ence to  the  young  who  are  not  in  Church  Commu- 
nion. As  a  dissenter,  I  object,  of  course,  to  the 
rite  of  Confirmation  as  practised  in  the  establish- 
ed church  of  England,  but  we.want  something, 
I  will  not  say  like  it,  but  in  lieu  of  it.  We  want 
something  that  shall  recognise  the  young,  inter- 
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est  them,  attract  them,  guard  them.''  Now,  we 
cannot  well  conceive  any  thing  better  calculated 
to  have  this  effect  than  the  rite  of  Confirmation, 
when  observed  as  its  true  design  requires;  that 
is,  so  as  to  stimulate  parents,  ministers  and  the 
3'oung,  to  be  striving  for  that  best  of  blessings, 
early  piety. 

In  every  age  of  the  Church  of  God,  whether 
Patriarchal,  Jewish  or  Christian,  the  most  judi- 
cious, zealous  and  pious  of  God's  ministers  and 
people,  have  been  deeply  interested  in  behalf  of 
the  young,  ever  regarding  them  as  the  most 
hopeful  subjects  of  moral  and  rehgious  discipline 
and  instruction.  They  have  seen  that  in  every 
dispensation  of  his  grace,  and  revelation  of  his 
will  to  man,  God  has  manifested  a  tender  regard 
for  children;  that  he  has  established  a  church  or 
school  upon  earth  for  training  immortal  souls  for 
Heaven;  that  this  school  is  equally  adapted  to 
the  young  and  to  the  old,  having  milk  for  babes 
and  meat  for  men,  and  that  accordingly  children 
have  been  admitted  into  it  by  some  appointed 
ceremony,  in  order  that  they  may  receive  all  the 
benefits  thereof.  This  admission  is  now  had  by 
the  simple  and  affecting  ordinance  of  baptism. — 
But  it  is  evident,  that  this  ceremony,  however 
interesting  and  suitable,  will  avail  nothing  ex- 
cept it  be  followed  up  by  the  instruction  and  dis- 
cipline of  the  school  or  church  into  which  it  in- 
troduces us.  That  instruction  and  discipline  is 
to  be  administered  by  means  of  Parents,  Guardi- 


•;UMIRMATlO\.  37 

ans,  Teachers  and  Ministers.  It  is  of  indispen- 
sable importance,  that  all  who  are  concerned  in 
it,  should  be  made  deeply  to  feel  the  trust  repo- 
sed in  them,  and  be  induced  ever  to  guard  these 
children,  as  members  of  Christ's  Church  or  King- 
dom, as  in  that  sense  "  holy,"  "  the  children  of 
God."  It  is  the  duty  of  those  ministers,  parents, 
sponsors  and  teachers  to  whom  this  trust  is  con- 
fided, to  regard  all  who  are  thus  baptised  into 
the  Church  as  members  subject  to  their  control, 
examination,  censure,  approbation,  and  not,  as 
thev  grow  up,  to  let  them  loose  from  every  thing 
like  restraint,  even  as  though  no  vow  were  upon 
them,  and  treat  them  as  though  they  had  no  con- 
nection with  the  Church  of  Christ.  When  per- 
sons become  communicants  we  then  hold  them 
responsible  to  the  spiritual  authorities  of  the 
Church,  and  they  acknowledge  themselves  so  to 
be,  and  feel  that  they  are  bound  to  attend  up- 
on all  the  means  of  grace,  and  observe  all  the 
regulations  of  the  Society  which  they  have  join- 
ed. And  why  may  not  this  be  the  case  as  far 
as  circumstances  will  admit,  in  regard  to  those 
who  are  baptized  into  the  Church.  Is  baptism 
an  ordinance  so  inferior  in  its  character,  and,  in 
the  authority  which  appointed  it,  to  the  Lord's 
Supper,  that  the  reception  of  the  latter  should 
be  supposed  to  involve  such  solemn  obligations, 
and  that  of  the  former  leave  us  just  as  we  were, 
having  no  vows  resting  upon  us,  and  no  respon- 
sibilities attached  to  it.     I  see  not  where  we  have 
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learnt  to  make  this  difference.  Certainly  not 
from  the  Bible:  not  from  the  catechisms  and 
books  of  discipline,  which  have  come  down  to 
us  from  the  purest  ages  and  churches  of  Chris- 
tendom ;  for  all  these  speak  of  the  duties  and 
privileges  of  the  baptized,  and  of  the  duties  of 
parents  and  ministers  and  churches  towards  them. 
Yes,  and  the  most  enlightened  and  devoted  mi- 
nisters of  the  most  enlightened  and  useful  church- 
es in*  this  day,  are  ever  exhorting,  praying,  and 
striving,  that  their  families,  schools,  and  church 
councils,  may  come  to  this  same  view  and  prac- 
tice. They  say  we  must  never  let  go  that  sacred 
hold  which  we  take  of  children  when  we  re- 
ceive them  into  the  Church  of  Christ.  We  must 
keep  our  eyes  and  our  hearts  ever  upon  them  ; 
we  must  watch  each  opening  faculty  and  bud- 
ding affection,  and  seek  to  train  them  towards 
Heaven.  We  must  endeavor  to  check  and  smo- 
ther, and  crush,  each  vicious  propensity  as  it  ris- 
es to  our  view  ;  we  must  do  our  utmost,  by  holy 
instruction,  to  pour  the  light  of  divine  truth  in- 
to their  minds,  and  by  prayer  to  obtain  the  spi- 
rit of  God  for  their  hearts — we  must  tell'  them 
whose  they  are  by  the  most  solemn  engagements 
of  nature,  of  grace,  and  parental  dedication — 
we  must  ever  remind  them  of  that  public  avow- 
al to  which  we  have  sacredly  pledged  them,  so 
soon  as  they  shall  have  reached  the  years  of  dis- 
cretion— we  must  warn  them  how  soon  those 
years  roll  around,   and  what  a  disappointment  it 
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will  be  to  parentSjto  ministers  and  churches — what 
a  grieving  of  the  spirit  of  God — what  an  oftend- 
mg  of  the  crucified  Saviour,  if,  after  all  that  has 
been  done  for  them,  they  should  harden  their 
hearts  against  God,  and  refuse  that  for  their  por- 
tion which  has  cost  Heaven  so  much,  and  which 
has  been  the  unceasing  object  of  solicitude  to 
those  who  love  them  most. 

All  the  services  of  our  Church  designed  for 
the  young ;  that  is,  the  office  for  the  baptism  of 
children,  the  catechism  and  the  confirmation 
service,  are  evidently  constructed  on  this  plan. 
They  consider  children  as  having,  according  to 
God's  gracious  will  and  permission,  the  privi- 
lege of  being  entered  into  the  Church  of  Christ 
upon  earth.  They  direct  parents  or  other  suit- 
able sponsors  (for  none  but  pious  persons  ought 
to  be  admitted,)  to  bring  them  before  the  Church 
for  baptism.  They  there  speak  to  the  children 
themselves,  even  as  though  they  were  already 
able  to  act  and  claim  their  blessed  privilege,  and 
require  certain  solemn  promises  and  the  declara- 
tion of  a  certain  faith  in  order  to  their  baptism. 
But  as  they  are  unable  to  understand  and  speak, 
and  promise  for  themselves  by  reason  of  their 
tender  age,  they  permit  other  duly  qualified  per- 
sons to  make  answer  for  them,  and  sign  the  agree- 
ment and  bind  them  to  the  performance  of  the  con- 
ditions of  the  Covenant.  The  same  is  continually 
done  in  the  affairs  of  this  life,  for  the  temporal  be- 
nefit of  our  ignorant  and  helpless  children,  when 
parents  and  guardians,  trustees  and  attorneys,  sign, 
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and  answer,  and  covenant  for  them.  Who  would 
deprive  the  child,  perhaps  the  orphan,  of  all  the 
earthly  benefits  resulting  from  such  an  arrange- 
ment in  the  civil  world,  and  who  would  under- 
take to  say  that  no  parent  or  friend  should  sti- 
pulate with  Heaven  for  spiritual  blessings  for 
children,  or  bind  these  children  to  the  perform- 
ance of  reasonable  conditions.  Poor  and  wretch- 
ed indeed  would  be  the  condition,  temporal  and 
spiritual,  of  the  young,  if  we  should  say  we 
have  no  right  to  contract  for  them,  or  bind  them, 
since,  when  they  come  to  years  of  discretion, 
they  may  disapprove  what  has  been  done.  Pa- 
rents are  every  day,  every  hour,  acting  on  a  dif- 
ferent principle  in  relation  to  the  afl'airs  of  this 
world,  and  God  forbid  it  should  be  otherwise  in 
regard  to  matters  of  so  much  greater  moment ! 
The  Church  having  permitted  parents  and  spon- 
sors thus  to  present  their  children,  and  thus  to 
promise  for  them,  then  proceeds  solemnly  to  ad- 
monish them,  that  it  is  their  parts  and  duties  to 
see  that  these  infants  be  taught  as  soon  as  they 
shall  be  able  to  learn,  what  a  solemn  vow,  prom- 
ise and  profession  they  have  here  made  by  them; 
and  in  order  that  they  may  know  these  things 
the  better,  they  must  call  on  them  to  hear  sermons, 
and  chiefly  provide  that  they  learn  the  creed — 
a  summary  of  all  the  great  and  glorious  articles 
of  the  Christian  faith  which  has  come  down  to 
us  from  the  Apostolic  Churches — and  the  Lord's 
prayer;  which  was  given  us  by  our  blessed  Fa- 
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^  iour,  and  which  in  a  few  expressive  words,  em- 
braces the  whole  spirit  and  substance  of  prayer, 
all  that  we  should  feel,  and  wish,  and  ask,  being 
contained  in  it;  also  the  ten  commandments,  which 
were  delivered  by  God  himself,  written  on  ta- 
bles of  stone,  and  are  the  very  essence  of  all  the 
precepts  and  laws  which  are  spread  through  the 
blessed  Bible; — and  lest  this  should  not  include 
every  thing,  it  is  added;  and  all  other  things 
which  a  Christian  ought  to  know  and  believe  to 
his  soul's  health;  that  thus  he  may  be  virtuously 
brought  up  to  lead  a  Godly  and  Christian  life, 
after  the  example  of  the  Saviour,  mortifying  all 
evil  and  corrupt  affections,  and  daily  proceeding 
in  all  virtue  and  godliness  of  living.  And  then, 
when  the  young  baptized  members  have  been 
thus  instructed,  when  their  minds  are  enlighten- 
ed, and  their  hearts  duly  impressed,  and  they  are 
found  walking  in  the  ways  of  religion,  then,  and 
not  till  then,  may  they  come  forward  and  with 
their  own  mouth  and  consent,  make  the  same 
solemn  vow,  promise  and  profession  which  was 
once  made  for  them.  Thus  you  preceive  that 
our  Church  never  lets  go  her  hold  on  her  bap- 
tised children, — never  willingly,  never  but 
through  the  unfaithfulness  of  sponsors,  parents  or 
ministers,  or  the  perverseness  of  children  when 
they  come  to  age.  It  is  not  her  doctrine,  let 
them  be  baptised,  then  turned  adrift  on  the  wide 
world,  and  regarded  even  as  the  children  of  stran- 
gers and   foreigners,  perchance  at  some  future 
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day  they  may  flee  to  the  ark  of  safety.  Ah  no 
it  says  to  those  who  undertake  for  them — 
Bring  up  these  little  ones,  not  as  the  children  of 
a  king,  but  as  the  adopted  and  beloved  children 
ofthe  King  of  kings,  and  Lord  of  lords.  Shew 
them  tenderness  and  reverence  as  those  for  whom 
a  Saviour  died  and  who  may  one  day  be  angels 
of  light  in  the  kingdom  of  glory. 

Now,  my  brethren,  we  do  consider  the  rite  of 
Confirmation,  properly  understood,  duly  prepar- 
ed for,  and  solemnly  administered  on  the  part  of 
all  concerned  in  it,  as  being  well  calculated  to 
keep  ever  before  the  minds  of  Christians,  this 
important  and  interesting  view  of  the  obliga- 
tions of  baptism,  and  to  promote  the  observance 
of  those  duties  which  are  binding  on  Ministers, 
parents,  and  children.  It  is  good  for  us  all  to 
know  that,  as  to  the  various  relations  of  life  and 
duties  belonging  to  them,  there  is  a  special  account 
to  be  rendered.  We  ail,  indeed,  must  render  an 
account  to  God,  willing  or  unwilling,  and  be 
judged  accordingly.  But  it  is  good  for  us  to  judge 
ourselves  beforehand,  lest  we  be  judged  of  the 
Lord.  It  is  good  for  us,  also,  to  have  a  time, 
place,  and  person,  when  and  where,  and  to  whom 
this  account  is  to  be  rendered.  The  servant,  the 
pupil,  the  steward,  all  who  have  a  task  assigned 
them,  or  a  trust  reposed  in  them,  require  such  a 
stimulant  to  zeal  and  fidelity.  Indolence,  negli- 
gence, waste,  and  dishonesty  would  be  the  inevi- 
table result  of  the  want  of  such  stimulant.     Nor 
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are  the  Ministers  of  the  Gospel,  or  even  parents, 
with  all  their  love  to  their  offspring,  exempted 
from  the  need  of  every  possible  encouragement 
to  the  faithful  discharge  of  their  duty.  The 
Church  wishes  to  furnish,  in  this  rite,  such  en- 
couragement, and  to  make  it  an  occasion  of  con- 
demnation to  those  who  are  unfaithful.  It  has 
appointed  the  chief  officer  in  her  government  to 
attend  to  the  right  execution  of  it.  He  is  regar- 
ded as  the  general  Pastor  of  all  the  Churches,  the 
care  of  which  should  daily  be  on  his  soul.  He 
is  the  elder  brother  and  father  of  all  the  Minis- 
ters, who  have  the  spiritual  charge  of  the  con- 
gregations within  the  bounds  allotted  to  him. — 
At  set  times  he  comes  around  to  inspect  the  state 
of  the  Churches,  to  receive  the  account  of  each 
flock  at  the  Minister's  hands,  to  inquire  how  the 
work  of  the  Lord  has  prospered  with  him,  how- 
many  are  ready  to  be  added  to  the  Church,  of  such, 
as  he  trusts,  shall  be  saved.  He  calls  for  their 
names,  he  writes  them  down  in  a  book,  that  he 
may  present  them  to  the  assembly  of  the  Church; 
he  calls  upon  them  to  approach  the  altar  where  he 
stands;  in  the  presence  of  God,  of  angels,  and  of 
men,  he  demands  of  them,  in  a  solemn  form  of 
words,  whether  they  are  prepared,  unreservedly, 
to  devote  themselves  to  the  service  of'  their  God 
and  Saviour;  he  invites  them  to  kneel  before  the 
Lord;  he  kneels  with  them;  he  lifts  up  his  voice 
in  prayer  to  God  for  them;  he  rises  from  his 
knees,  he  lays  his  hands  on  the  head  of  each  one. 
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offering  up  a  few  words  of  supplication;  he  then 
prays  for  all,  and  after  some  fatherly  counsel,  dis- 
misses them  with  the  Apostolic  benediction. 

Now  let  us  see  what  effect  this  is  calculated  to 
have  on  those  who  are  concerned  in  it. 

And  first,  on  the  Ministers  of  the  Church .  The 
expectation  of  such  a  day  of  trial,  would  cer- 
tainly have  a  tendency  to  quicken  the  exertions 
of  each  Minister,  and  make  him  look  forward  to 
it  with  anxiety  as  a  day  of  joy  or  grief,  of  tri- 
umph or  shame  to  him.  It  would  lead  to  a  more 
special  consideration  of  the  case  of  all  those 
whose  baptismal  vows  were  yet  unredeemed,  and 
more  particularly  would  it  turn  his  heart  to  the 
young,  for  whom  the  service  is  so  happily  de- 
signed. It  would  impose  an  obligation  on  him 
to  make  a  special  and  more  earnest  appeal  to  the 
unconverted,  and  to  use  all  means  for  bringing 
them  to  serious  consideration;  to  exhort,  encour- 
age, instruct,  warn,  upbraid,  and  condemn,  and 
thus  make  full  trial  of  his  ministry.  It  would  put 
him  on  more  earnest  prayer  for  his  people,  lead 
him  to  more  heart-searching  conversation  with 
them,  and  thus  make  him  better  acquainted  with 
them,  and  more  useful  among  them.  But  what 
will  be  the  probable  effect  of  the  very  occasion 
itself  upon  those  whose  work  will  now  be  made 
manifest.  Surely,  while  he  is  now  rendering  to 
one  of  God's  unworthy  Ministers  some  account 
of  his  stewardship,  while  in  the  act  of  present- 
ing some  hopeful  converts  for  admission  to  all  the 
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privileges  of  the  Church,  his  thoughts  will  be  led 
forward  to  that  awful  day,  when  he  will  stand 
with  the  people  of  his  charge  before  the  great 
Shepherd  and  Bishop  of  souls  above,  and  he 
will  ask  himself,  how  many  shall  I  have  to  pre- 
sent to  God  on  that  day,  as  my  joy  and  crown  of 
rejoicing?  Surely  he  will  be  led  into  some  so- 
lemn reflections  on  the  fearful  responsibility  of 
the  office  with  which  God  has  entrusted  him. 
He  will  remember  the  account  w  hich  will  be 
demanded  for  the  souls  committed  to  his  care.  He 
will  remember  the  promise  to  him  who  gives 
himself  wholly  to  his  duty,  taking  heed  to  him- 
self and  his  doctrine;  that  his  profiting  might  ap- 
pear to  all,  and  that  he  should  both  save  himself 
and  those  who  hear  him.  1st.  Tim  iv.  15,  16. 
He  will,  with  fear  and  trembling,  ask  himself,  if 
this  be  true,  how^  can  [  possibly  be  saved  if  any 
of  my  people  be  lost?  Must  not  mine  have  been 
the  fault,  and  will  not  the  voice  of  their  blood 
cry  unto  God  against  me?  He  will  enter  into 
strict  judgment  with  himself,  and  inquire,  have 
I  indeed  made  full  trial  of  my  ministry,  in  all 
those  ways  and  means  which  God  has  made  ef- 
fectual to  the  salvation  of  sinners?  Has  it  been 
the  most  anxious  desire  and  prayer  of  my  heart 
that  my  people  might  all  be  saved?  Have  I  de- 
clared the  whole  counsel  of  God  to  them  faith- 
fully, fearlessly,  yet  affectionately?  Can  I  call 
them  all  to  witness  this  day  that  I  am  free  from 
their  blood;  that  I  am  in  no  wise  partaker  of  their 
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guilt;  and  that  I  could  have  done  nothing  more 
than  I  have  done,  to  bring  them  to  the  know- 
ledge and  confession  of  the  truth?     Especially 
will  he  examine  himself  as  to  the  manner  in 
which  he  has  discharged  his  duty  to  the  young, 
and  to  those  who  have  the  care  of  their  souls. — 
Have  I  exhorted  parents,  sponsors,   and  all  the 
guardians  of  youth  to  bring  them  up  in  the  nur- 
ture and  admonition  of  the  Lord?     Have  I  en- 
treated them,  have  I  warned  them  on  this  sub- 
ject, and  have  I  instructed  them  how  to  perform 
their  duty  most  effectually?     Have  I  performed 
ray  part  towards  them  faithfully?     Have  I  been 
a    "teacher  of  babes?"      Have   I   obeyed  that 
most  pathetic,  affectionate,  and  ott'  repeated  in- 
junction of  our  Lord  to  Peter,   "  feed  my  lambs?" 
Have  I  delighted  to  take  them  in  my  arms,  and 
present  them  by  prayer  to  the  Lord?     Have  I  fed 
them,  while  yet  babes,   with  the  milk  of  God's 
word?     As  they  grevy  up,  have  I  exhorted  them 
continually  to  remember   their  Creator   in  the 
days  of  their  youth;  to  seek  him  early,  ever  urg- 
ing the  promise  that  they  shall  surely  find  him? 
Have  I  diligently  used  all  those  means  with  the 
young,   which,  in  every  age,  but  especially  in 
these  latter  years,  have  proved  most  effectual? — 
Is  my  delight  in  the  Sunday  School?    Am  I  ne- 
ver so  happy  as  when  surrounded  by  a  Bible 
class,  and  instructing  dear  youths  in  the  blessed 
word  of  God?     Have  I  also  regarded  all  as  chil- 
dren, whatever  be  their  age,  who  are  yet  with- 
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ijut  the  knowledge  of  true  religion;  and  have  I, 
as  far  as  they  would  permit  me,  dealt  with  them 
accordingly?  Have  I,  in  all  my  intercourse  with 
my  people,  when  visiting  from  house  to  house, 
been  seeking  this  same  object,  their  spiritual  im- 
provement? Have  I  especially  sought  to  prepare 
them  for  an  open  profession  of  their  faith,  not 
failing  often  to  warn  them  that  so  long  as  they 
continue  in  a  state  which  unfits  them  for  an 
humble  declaration  of  their  hope  in  Christ, 
the  Gospel  has  no  promise  of  salvation  to  them; 
but  as  they  would  not  own  their  Saviour  before 
men,  they  must  prepare  to  be  disowned  by  him 
on  the  trying  day.  0  my  brethren,  what  must 
be  the  feelings  of  an  unworthy,  indolent,  faith- 
less, temporizing  Minister  of  the  Gospel,  on  such 
an  occasion;  when  he  who  is  placed  over  him  in 
the  Lord,  shall  call  on  him  thus  to  examine  him- 
self before  God  and  his  people;  when  he  asks  for 
the  fruit  of  his  labors,  for  those  whom  he  hopes 
one  day  to  present  as  his  joy  and  crown  of  re- 
joicing before  the  throne  of  God?  Ah,  what 
must  be  his  feelings  if  he  has  none  to  present,  or 
only  those  of  whom  he  ought  to  be  ashamed; 
whom  God  will  refuse;  or  if  perchance  there  be 
some  faithful  ones,  he  is  nevertheless  conscious 
that  it  is  not  through  his  instrumentality  they 
have  become  so.  Ah,  what  must  be  his  feelings 
when  he  is  conscious  that  neither  in  his  private 
intercourse  nor  in  his  public  ministry  has  he  been 
^.he  pious  and  faithful  Pastor;  that  he  has  neither 
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instructed  the  children,  nor  entreated  the  parents, 
nor  warned  the  ungodly,  nor  done  any  thing  as 
he  ought  to  have  done  it;  when  he  dares  not  Hft 
up  his  eyes  and  look  upon  his  people,  for  he 
knows  that,  in  the  face  of  every  child,  and  every 
parent,  and  every  saint,  and  every  sinner  before 
him,  he  beholds  a  witness  of  his  unfaithfulness; 
when  he  dares  not  look  up  to  his  God,  for  his 
own  heart  condemns  him,  and  what  can  he  expect 
but  condemnation  from  Him  who  is  greater  than 
his  heart!  And,  0  my  brethren,  if  he  be  not  ut- 
terly hardened^  and  his  conscience  seared,  with 
what  horror  must  he  look  forward  to  that  day, 
when  he  and  his  people  shall  appear  in  judgment 
before  the  awful  tribunal  of  Heaven;  when  those 
who  have  died  under  his  care,  and  died  uncon- 
Terted,  unwarned,  shall  be  summoned  as  swift 
witnesses  against  him,  and  when  even  the  pious 
who  have  lived  under  his  ministry,  but  are  no 
*'  his  joy  and  rejoicing,"  when  even  they  cannot 
put  in  one  plea  in  his  behalf !  Surely,  my  dear 
hearers,  if  there  be  any  thing  which,  under  God, 
can  awaken  an  unworthy  Minister  to  a  deep  sense 
of  his  guilty  and  wretched  condition,  it  must  be 
such  an  occasion,  and  the  due  improvement 
thereof. 

And  now,,  my  dear  Brother,  in  whose  congre- 
gation I  am  performing  this  duty,  and  some  of 
whose  dear  people  I  am  soon  to  endeavor  to  pray 
for,  to  bless,  and  to  exhort  in  the  name  of  the 
Lord,  suifer  one  word  of  exhortation  from  me. 


•  OMlK.MAjrON.  19 

It  matters  not  how  zealous  and  faithful  in  ali 
your  duties  you  may  hitherto  have  been,  you 
may,  by  Gods  grace,  be  still  more  so  in  the  time 
to  come;  and  the  more  zealous  and  faithful  you 
have  been,  the  more  gladly  and  humbly  will  you 
receive  the  exhortation.  Those  who  have  done 
most-  lor  Christ,  and  their  people's  souls,  have 
ever  been  most  disposed  to  condemn  themselves, 
and  to  think  that  they  have  done  very  little.  xVt 
any  rate,  they  have  been  conscious  that  they  might 
have  done  more,  and  have  therefore  been  very 
humble  and  sorrowful.  Could  I  suppose  that 
you,  ray  Brother,  would  be  offended  at  the  insi- 
nuation that  you  might  do  more  for  your  people's 
-alvation;  that  you  were  so  righteous  in  your  own 
steem  as  to  think  no  amendment  could  be  made, 
1  should  regard  it  as  a  most  unpromising  sign, 
and  from  my  inmost  soul  would  pity  the  people 
that  had  such  a  Pastor.  But  I  am  assured  bet- 
ter things  of  you,  and  know  that  you  will  esteem 
it  as  the  highest  act  of  duty  and  friendship  in 
me,  even  here,  before  God  and  your  people,  to 
exhort  you  to  be  yet  more  diligent  and  faithful. 
Look  at  your  people  this  day,  and  ask  your  heart 
if  you  have  done  all  that  you  might  have  done  for 
their  salvation.  Look  over  your  congregation, 
and  see  if  there  be  not  some  for  whom  you  have 
not  prayed  and  labored  as  you  might  have  done. 
Say  to  yourself,  might  not  some  of  these  who 
must  not,  dare  not  come,. have  been  ready  to  ap- 
proach this  altar,  had  I  taken  more  pains  to  pre- 
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pare  them  for  it?  Look  at  the  lamhs  of  your  flock, 
and  ask,  if  you  had  fed  and  nursed  them  as  dili- 
gently and  bountifully  as  you  ought,  if  they  might 
not  now  have  been  ready  to  be  penned  in  a  high- 
er fold?  Think,  also,  upon  the  more  aged  sinner 
of  your  charge,  and  see  whether  you  have  done 
all  that  you  could,  by  prayer  and  solemn  entreaty, 
to  pluck  them  as  brands  from  the  burning.  Re- 
solve, my  dear  Brother,  to  begin  anew,  as  though 
you  had  done  nothing  heretofore.  Be  more  in 
earnest  with  your  people.  Redouble  your  effort. 
Ply  every  holy  art  by  which  you  may  win  souls 
to  the  Redeemer.  And  though  to  some  you  may 
seem  beside  yourself,  let  the  love  of  Christ  con- 
strain you,  thus  judging  that  if  one  died  for  all, 
then  were  all  your  people  dead,  and  will  conti- 
nue thus,  until  quickened  by  the  grace  of  God. 
On  this  subject,  give  yourself  and  your  people  no 
rest.  Do  all  that  mortal  man,  aided  by  Heaven, 
can  do,  to  save  every  soul  committed  to  your  care. 
And  God  grant  you  the  most  abundant  success! 
At  each  returning  visit  of  him  who  is  appointed 
to  this  duty,  may  increasing  numbers  surround 
this  altar;  and  on  the  great  day  of  reckoning, 
may  you  have  the  unspeakable  felicity  of  present- 
ing unto  God,  as  your  joy  and  crown  of  rejoicing, 
every  soul  entrusted  to  your  ministerial  care! 

Now  let  us  inquire  of  what  use  this  part  of  our 
discipline  may  be  to  the  rising  generation,  by 
stimulating  parents  and  sponsors  to  their  duty. 

Holy,  indeed,  is  the  relation  which  God.  has  es-^ 
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tabhshed  between  parents  and  their  offspring. 
Great  is  the  influence  which  he  has  given  to  the 
former  over  the  latter,  and  great  must  be  the  guilt 
of  neglecting  to  improve  it.  There  is  a  docility 
and  credulity  implanted  in  the  minds  of  the 
young,  which  inclines  them  to  receive,  believe, 
and  do  whatever  shall  be  taught  them  by  those  to 
whom  Providence  has  entrusted  their  education. 
And  woe  be  to  those  who  shall  neglect  to  make 
the  best  use  of  this  wise  and  gracious  constitu- 
tion of  their  nature.  The  Church  seeks  to  do 
her  part.  At  baptism  she  solemnly  dedicates 
them  to  Heaven,  then  confides  them  to  the  arms 
of  parents  or  other  suitable  persons,  to  be  trained 
up  for  God,  with  most  positive  injunctions  to  do 
their  parts  faithfully.  In  Confirmation,  she  sends 
one  of  her  ministers  to  see  how  those  duties  have 
been  performed,  and  what  has  been  the  fruit 
thereof  And  ought  it  not  to  be  an  occasion  of 
anxious  self-examination  to  parents  and  sponsors. 
If  the  expectation  thereof  should  fail  to  lead 
them  beforehand  to  co-operate  with  Ministers  in 
more  special  and  earnest  prayers,  instructions, 
and  entreaties  in  behalf  of  their  children,  surely 
the  solemnity  itself  must  force  some  serious 
thoughts  and  painful  exercises  upon  their  minds. 
When  the  appointed  officer  shall  stand  in  his 
place,  and  call  for  all  those  who  have  reached  the 
fearful  age  of  discretion,  to  come  forward  and 
fulfil  those  solemn  engagements  made  in  their 
behalf,  and  when  there  are  so  many  who  dare  not 
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rise  from  their  seats  to  move  one  step  toward  iiini, 
what  must  be  the  thoughts  and  feelings  of  all  the 
guardians  of  youth,  but  especially  of  parents? 
Will  they  not,  then,  (especially  if  moved  to  it  by 
a  few  faithful  words  from  him  whose  duty  it  is 
to  speak  to  them,)  enter  into  judgment  with  them- 
selves, and  ask,  how  have  we  performed  our  parts 
and  duties?  Have  we,  indeed,  taught  them,  so 
soon  as  they  were  able  to  learn,  w  hat  a  solemn  vow^ 
promise,  and  profession  they  once  made  by  us? 
Have  we  continually  been  instructing  them  in 
the  principles  of  our  holy  religion,  as  set  forth  in 
Scripture,  and  those  formularies  appointed  for 
that  purpose?  Have  we  taught  them  all  that 
they  ought  to  know  to  their  soul's  health?  Have 
we,  in  all  their  education,  regarded  religion 
as  the  most  important  branch,  the  one  thing  need- 
ful? Have  we  often  asked  ourselves  the  fearful 
question,  w^hat  shall  it  profit,  if  we  gain  the  whole 
world  for  them,  and  yet  suflfer  them  to  lose  their 
souls?  Has  the  chief  desire  and  prayer  of  our  h  eart 
for  them  been,  that  they  might  be  saved?  Are  we 
guiltless  this  day  of  their  ignorance  and  indiffer- 
ence? Can  we  say  that  it  is  not,  in  any  degree,  our 
fault  that  they  are  not  this  day  prepared  to  re- 
new their  baptismal  vows,  but  that  we  have  done 
all  that  God'  or  his  Church  could  reasonably  ex- 
pect of  us,  to  bring  these,  our  children,  to  the 
knowledge  and  confession  of  the  truth?  Are 
we  willing,  even  now,  to  appear  before  God  and 
deliver  up  our  charge?     Happy  those  who  can 
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answer  these  questions,  and  not  utterly  condemn 
themselves.  But  where  are  they?  Who  are 
these  faithful  ones?  Here  again  the  most  faith- 
ful are  the  most  ready  to  condemn  themselves. 
Let  me  propose  to  you  a  few  questions.  From 
the  moment  God  gave  these  dear  children  into 
your  arms,  what  has  been  your  most  anxious  de- 
sire, your  most  diligent  endeavor  for  them?  Have 
you  been  seeking  their  eternal  welfare  above  all 
other  things?  Look  into  your  hearts  and  see 
what  is  your  chief  daily  care  and  concern  for 
them.  Is  it  that  they  may  grow  in  grace,  that 
they  may  be  better  and  better  prepared  for  death; 
or  is  it  not  rather  what  shall  they  eat,  what  shall 
they  drink,  wherewithal  shall  they  be  clothed? 
What  are  your  most  anxious  thoughts,  and  pain- 
ful feelings  concerning  your  children?  Are  they, 
Jest  their  souls  be  lost,  and  they  be  consigned  to 
everlasting  shame  and  suffering?  Or  are  they  not 
concerning  their  condition  in  this  world,  lest 
they  meet  with  sorrow  and  shame,  and  poverty? 
What  are  your  most  pleasing  thoughts,  your  fond- 
est anticipations,  in  regard  to  your  children?  Do 
your  hearts  kindle  into  joy  at  the  thought  of  see- 
ing them  kneeling  around  the  altar,  or  at  hear- 
ing them  renew  those  vows  you  once  made  in 
their  name;  of  the  holy  and  useful  lives  they 
may  lead;  the  happy  deaths  they  may  die;  and 
the  glorious  eternity  which  you  and  they  will 
spend  with  the  blessed  angels,  and  in  the  presence 
of  the  Redeemer?      Or  do  thev  not  exult  at  the 
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thought  of  the  figure  your  children  may  one  day 
make  in  this  world;  how  learned,  how  eloquent, 
how  rich,  how  honorable  your  sons  may  be;  how 
lovely,  how  graceful,  how  admired,  how  caress- 
ed your  daughters  may  be?  Be  faithful  to  your- 
selves, 0  parents,  in  this  examination,  and  see 
whether  your  desires  and  endeavors  agree  with 
what  you  promised  for  them  in  baptism?  There 
are  some  parents,  who,  from  the  moment  of  mak- 
ing those  promises,  do  the  very  reverse  of  them. 
They  not  only  most  criminally  neglect  the  reli- 
gious instruction  of  their  children,  thus  leaving 
them  in  the  hands  of  the  wicked  one,  but  their 
hearts  are  filled  with  the  vainest  thoughts  and 
most  unholy  desires  with  regard  to  them.  To 
sing,  to  dance,  to  play  well  on  an  instrument  of 
music,  to  dress  fashionably,  and  to  trifle  in  vain 
conversation  with  the  gay  and  the  thoughtless: 
this  is  almost  the  only  education  of  their  daugh- 
ters. To  go  to  schools  and  colleges,  to  learn  lan- 
guages and  sciences,  in  order  to  the  acquisition 
of  wealth,  fame,  or  office,  is  the  chief  education 
of  their  sons.  The  piety  of  either  sons  or  daugh- 
ters, is  the  thing  least  desired,  least  sought  for. 
They  are  brought  up  for  this  world,  and  for  this 
world  only.  It  is  not  to  be  expected  that  such 
should  be  prepared  for  this  holy  rite.  It  would, 
indeed,  be  wonderful  to  see  them  here,  for  their 
parents  never  really  desired  it.  And  yet,  bless- 
ed be  God,  we  do  sometimes  see  such  plucked  by 
a  miracle  of  grace  out  of  their  parents'  hands,  like 


CONFIRMATION.  OO 

brands  from  the  burning.  Are  there  any  of  these 
wordly-minded  parents  present,  whose  chief  de- 
sire has  been  to  obtain  riches,  ht^nors,  and  sta- 
tion for  their  children?  It  may  be  there  are  some 
such;  and  it  may  be  that  the  desire  and  prayer  of 
their  hearts  have  been  granted.  It  may  be  that 
their  children  have  prospered,  that  they  are  rich, 
honored,  admired,  caressed.  But  it  may  be  also 
that  they  are  undone,  eternally  undone,  and  that 
the  very  things  which  were  so  eagerly  sought  for 
them  have  been  the  causes  of  their  undoing. 
Their  fond  parents  have  been  their  chief  destroy- 
ers. While  seeking  ior  them  the  vanities  of  this 
world,  they  have  utterly  neglected  the  things 
which  make  for  their  everlasting  peace.  Their 
parents  have  been  their  worst  foes.  In  all  their 
wanderings  through  this  wide  world  of  sin  and  mi- 
sery, though  they  may  meet  with  many  enemies 
and  much  unkindness,  none  can  harm  them  like 
their  parents, to  whom  God  hath  given  such  power 
to  bless.  Mere  negligence  in  them,  may  be  perdi- 
tion to  their  children,  what  then  must  be  the 
crime  of  betraying  them  to  the  enemy! 

My  dear  friends,  I  hope  none  of  you  are  thus 
guilty.  I  come  this  day  to  receive  your  assuran- 
ces to  the  contrary.  I  come,  in  the  name  of  God. 
to  inquire  concerning  those  children  whom  you 
once  dedicated  to  him,  on  whom  he  put  his  seal. 
The  Church  then  delivered  them  back  into  youi 
hands,  with  solemn  injunctions  to  train  them  up 
for  God,  and,  at  an  early  day,  to  bring  them  agaii 
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before  the  altar,  that  all  might  see  how  well  you 
have  executed  the  high  trust  reposed  in  you,  and 
how  well  you  have  educated  these  children  of  a 
king.  Come  forward,  honored  parents,  with 
your  interesting  charge,  and  present  them  unto 
God  before  this  congregation.  They  have  come 
to  the  years  of  discretion:  some  of  them  long 
since.  I  ?m  now  ready  to  receive  their  vows, 
and  a  waiting  assembly  will  delight  to  hear  them, 
and  God  and  his  angels  will  look  down  with  ho- 
ly pleasure.  Again,  I  say,  we  bid  you  approach. 
Why  do  you  delay?  Wherefore  this  hesitation? 
Why  do  ye  look  thus  one  upon  another?  Where- 
fore this  confusion?  Why  do  ye  now  hang  your 
heads  and  cover  your  faces?  Have  your  limbs 
refused  their  office,  or  are  ye  fast  bound  to  your 
seats?  Ah!  parents,  cruel,  negligent  parents, 
have  not  you  done  this,  or  at  least  your  full  share 
of  it?  What  if  your  children  were  to  die,  even 
now,  and  just  as  they  are?  Must  they  not  perish 
forever?  But  at  whose  hands  would  God  require 
their  blood?  Let  your  hearts  answer  this  day. 
And  let  me  now  take  leave  of  you,  by  entreating 
you  to  remember  that  awful  day  when  you  and 
your  children  will  stand  before  the  tribunal  of 
one  whose  authority  none  can  question,  and 
whose  judgment  none  will  despise.  And  surely . 
of  all  the  dreadful  spectacles  which  the  imagina- 
tion of  man  can  picture  to  itself,  the  most  dread- 
ful must  be  that  of  irreligious  parents  trembling 
before  the  bar  of  God  at  the  approach  of  their 
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own  wicked  children,  who  are  summoned  to  bear 
witness  against  them  for  their  unfaithfulness,  and 
soon  to  receive^  with  thera,  from  an  angry  Judge, 
the  fearful  sentence,  ''  Depart,  ye  accursed,  into 
everlasting  fire."  0!  what  a  sight,  to  behold 
them  going  away  together  into  perdition!  0! 
what  a  sound,  to  hear  the  children,  though  self- 
eondemned,  yet  heaping  curses  on  their  parents' 
heads  for  having  contributed  to  that  perdition! 
0!  ray  soul,  come  not  thou  into  their  secret! 

To  THE  Young. 

And  have  I  nothing  to  say,  on  this  occasion, 
to  the  young?  Yes,  dear  youth,  this  should  be  a 
time  of  intense  anxiety  to  you,  as  well  as  to  pa- 
rents and  Ministers.  You  are  now  called  upon 
to  account  for  precious  privileges.  It  was  your 
happy  lot  to  be  born  in  a  Christian  land;  to  be 
dedicated  to  God  in  infancy;  to  have  the  seal  of 
Heaven  impressed  upon  you;  to  be  taken  into  the 
arms  of  Christ  and  blest;  to  be  nurtured  in  the 
very  bosom  of  his  Church.  Parents,  Ministers, 
and  perhaps  other  friends,  have  given  you  a  mea- 
sure of  instruction  in  the  great  and  glorious  truths 
of  religion.  At  the  time  of  your  baptism,  solemn 
promises  were  made  in  your  names,  and  so  confi- 
dent was  the  Church  that  you  would  fulfil  the 
same  as  soon  as  you  were  capable  of  understand- 
ing how  good  they  were,  that  she  has  appointed 
an  officer  to  come  and  receive  the  public  decla- 
ration of  your  sincere  and  holy  desires  so  to  do. 
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I  come  this  day  to  call  on  you  to  redeem  the 
pledge  once  given  in  your  name.  Some  of  you, 
perhaps,  have  not  received  that  strict  attention, 
or  been  subjected  to  that  wholesome  discipline, 
which  the  Church  enjoined  and  which  God  re- 
quires at  the  hand  of  those  to  whom  it  was  en- 
trusted. They  may  have  failed  in  their  duty ; 
but  still  God  has  provided  such  various  and  ex- 
cellent means  for  your  instruction  as  to  leave  you 
without  excuse,  if  you  are  not  prepared  to  give 
yourselves  up  to  his  service.  He  has  given  you 
his  blessed  word,  and  called  you  by  books,  tracts, 
sermons,  and  a  thousand  providences.  Many, 
under  less  favoring  circumstances,  have  become 
truly  pious  at  an  earlier  age.  This  rite  of  the 
Church  is  designed  to  speak  in  the  most  empha- 
tic language  to  the  young,  and  tell  them  that 
God  expects  them  to  seek  him  early,  and  has 
promised  that  they  shall  find  him.  There  is  to 
each  one  of  us  a  fearfully  interesting  period  when 
responsibility  begins.  We  know  not  what  that 
period  is,  and  our  ignorance  of  it  ought  to  make 
the  young  most  anxious  to  enter  into  God's  service 
at  the  very  first  moment  they  are  capable  of  it.  I 
come  this  day,  not  to  call  upon  those  who  have 
reached  the  age  of  fourteen,  of  thirteen,  of  ten, 
or  of  any  lesser  age,  to  give  themselves  to  the 
service  of  God ;  for  I  dare  not  specify  any  age. 
lest  God  should  have  appointed  an  earlier,  and 
lest  I  should  encourage  any  to  put  off  this  first  of 
duties,  a  moment  beyond  the  time  when  it   be- 
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comes  practicable,  and  when  God  demands  it. 
I  come  to  say  to  all  however  young,  who  are  ca- 
pable of  understanding  our  holy  religion,  that  it 
is  their  duty  to  embrace  it  heartily,  and  that  eve- 
ry moment's  delay  is  crime  and  danger.  My 
dear  young  friends,  when  you  find  that  your 
minds  are  capable  of  understanding,  and  your 
hearts  of  loving,  so  many  thing  here  below, 
ought  you  not  to  tremble  when  you  find  that  you 
do  not  understand  and  love  the  best  of  all  things. 
Many,  we  repeat  it,  at  a  very  early  age,  have  be- 
come truly  pious  and  truly  happy  in  their  piety, 
and  should  not  this  make  you  very  fearful,  lest  if 
death  now  seize  you,  your  immortal  souls  will  be 
lost  forever!  This  we  say  to  the  very  young,  but 
there  are  many  before  me,  of  whose  accountabi- 
lity there  can  be  no  doubt.  Their  age  and  op- 
portunities forbid  the  doubt;  and  to  them  I  have  a, 
word  to  speak,  which  I  pray  them  to  hear.  For 
you,  and  for  your  everlasting  benefit,  a  covenant 
was  made  with  heaven  by  those  who  dearly  lov- 
ed you.  For  richest  blessings  did  they  contract 
in  your  behalf,  and  bound  you  to  the  fulfilment 
of  conditions  most  reasonable  and  just,  as  soon  as 
you  should  be  of  age  to  understand  the  same. 
You  have  come  to  that  age.  Are  you  ready  to 
ratify  and  confirm  the  covenant?  Do  you  ap- 
prove the  contract;  will  you  gladly  discharge  the 
debt,  and  bless  God  and  your  friends  for  all  the 
benefits  you  have  reaped  from  the  same?  Will 
you  honor  your  parents  and   sponsors,  in  that 
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point  where,  above  all  others,  they  desire  to  be 
honored?  Oh,  with  grief  and  shame  be  it  spo- 
ken of  too  many,  that  the  first  use  which  they 
make  of  their  discretion,  is  to  refuse  the  cove- 
nant, to  renounce  all  that  was  done  in  their  name^ 
to  dishonor  their  parents,  and  to  make  them  to 
be  found  liars  before  God! — for  all  their  solemn 
vows  and  promises  are  broken,  and  their  chil- 
dren have  chosen  some  other  God,  and  not  the 
God  of  their  Fathers.  Oh,  this  is  a  grievous  af- 
fliction to  some  parents,  for  there  are  some  who 
devoted  their  children  to  God  in  sincerity  and 
truth,  and  the  first  desire  of  their  heart  is  for 
their  salvation;  and  for  this  they  have  labored  un- 
ceasingly. Oh  how  many  prayers  have  they  of 
fered  up  to  Heaven  for  them;  0  how  many  tears 
have  they  shed  over  them?  And  ' '  can  the  chil- 
dren of  so  many  tears  perish?"  Yes,  there  are 
some  hard-hearted  children  who  can  and  do  re- 
sist all  the  love  and  entreaties,  and  prayers  of 
pious  devoted  parents.  Perhaps  there  are  some 
such  present.  And  perhaps  their  poor  parents 
are  here  with  their  hearts  all  bleeding  and  ago- 
nized within  them,  and  they  would  give  worlds, 
if  they  possessed  them,  to  see  you,  O  ungrateful 
children,  kneeling  around  this  altar.  But  you 
will  not  come, — you  must  not  come  now, — and 
perhaps  never  will.  Oh  how  great,  then,  must 
be  your  damnation;  how  much  greater  than  that 
of  others.  "  Let  me  be  any  thing  in  the  day  of 
Juugment,  rather  than  the  irreligious  child  of  re- 
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ligious  parents."*  But,  blessed  be  God,  there 
are  some  happy  parents  here;  for  their  children, 
with  pious  liearts  we  trust,  are  about  to  honor 
them  in  the  way,  above  all  others,  in  which  they 
desire  to  be  honored.  Happy  parents,  happy 
children,  happy  Ministers!  Angels  perhaps  are 
hovering  over  this  scene.  Perhaps  the  spirit  of 
some  parent,  who  went  to  the  grave  sorrow- 
ing over  an  unpromising  child,  and  fearing  ne- 
ver to  see  it  in  the  abodes  of  peace,  is  permit- 
ted to  come  dow  n  and  witness  the  efficacy  of 
prayer  long  since  offered,  and  the  power  of  grace 
long  delayed,  over  that  child  "who  was  lost  but 
is  found,"  and  now  is  ready  to  kneel  and  be 
numbered  with  the  blest.  Would  that  all  pa- 
rents present  were  thus  happy,  and  all  their  chil- 
dren thus  blest.  And  why,  O  ye  children,  will  ye 
not  thus  bless,  and  be  blest.  Are  you  afraid  of 
religion?  Think  you  that  God  is  not  able  to 
make  you  ten  thousand  times  happier  than  the 
world  can?  Oh  come  and  taste,  and  see  how  gra- 
cious the  Lord  is,  and  how  pleasant  and  peace- 
ful are  all  the  ways  and  paths  of  true  religion. 
Give  yourselves  this  day  unto  God,  and  choose 
him  as  your  everlasting  portion.  But  alas!  I  know 
too  well  that  many  of  you  will  not  do  this.  God 
is  not  in  all  your  thoughts.  You  are  poing  fur- 
and  further  from  him  every  day.  You  are 
tearing  yourself  away  from  his  Church.      You 

■  James'  Christian  Father's  Present. 
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are  severing  every  bond  which  once  bound  you 
to  it.  You  are  trampling  under  foot  that  holy 
instrument  by  which  fond  parents  once  gave  you 
to  the  Lord.  You  are  wiping  the  sacred  cross 
from  your  brow,  as  if  it  were  dishonor  to  you. 
You  are  turning  your  backs  upon  the  blessed  Re- 
deemer, and  rushing  headlong  into  the  world. 
Oh  wretched  youth,  what  are  you  doing,  whi- 
ther are  you  going?  What  can  you  expect  but 
judgments  and  calamities  in  the  course  you  are 
pursuing.  What  if  the  Church  of  God  were  to 
deal  with  you  in  the  severity  of  her  holy  disci- 
pline? Would  she  not,  as  wise  and  good  men 
have  counselled,  proceed  to  pass  sentence  upon 
those  who,  nurtured  in  her  bosom,  and  fed  on 
her  bounty,  have  made  themselves  outlaws,  re- 
nouncing her  authority,  and  abusing  her  good- 
ness? Would  she  not,  by  some  solemn  form,  de- 
clare you  excommunicated  from  her  bosom,  and 
warn  her  yet  hopeful  young  ones  to  beware  the 
companionship  of  those  who  have  impiously 
broken  the  covenant  of  their  Fathers?  But  she 
would  not  be  unkind,  or  even  seem  to  be  so^  she 
is  still  a  Mother  even  to  her  unworthy  children. 
She  would  not  drive  them  from  her  bosom,  but 
would  rather  draw  them  to  it  by  the  cords  of 
love.  She  would  this  day,  by  me,  her  unwor- 
thy Minister,  say  to  those  of  you,  who  are  even 
now  renouncing  her  authority,  and  fleeing  away 
from  her  maternal  arms,  that  wherever  you  may 
wander  througk  this  world  of  sin,  you  will  find. 
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no  home,  no  shelter  like  the  bosom  of  a  Mother, 
no  friend  like  that  Saviour  to  whom  she  would 
wed  your  soul.  She  beseeches  you  to  return, 
and  declares  that  her  arms  are  ever  open  to  re- 
ceive you.  And  will  you  renounce,  even  for  a 
time,  such  a  Mother?  Will  you  this  day  cut 
yourself  off  from  her  communion,  and  choose  this 
wretched  world  for  your  portion?  Then  go;  but 
remember,  no  blessing  from  Heaven  above,  or 
earth  beneath,  can  go  with  you. 

To    THE    MORE    ADVANCED    IN    LiFE. 

But  have  I  nothing  to  say  to  those  more  ad- 
vanced in  life;  those  who  are  permitting  year  af- 
ter year  to  pass  away,  and  yet  their  vows  are  un- 
renewed? Is  this  rite  only  for  the  young,  at  that 
interesting  period  when  first  they  come  to  years 
of  discretion,  and  if  they  choose  then  to  neglect 
it,  must  we  never  more  remind  them  of  their  du- 
ty, or  upbraid  them  with  their  neglect?  No,  my 
brethren,  at  the  occurrence  of  every  such  occa- 
sion, we  must  warn  them  of  their  accumulated 
guilt  and  increased  danger.  We  must  still  speak 
to  them  of  their  dishonored  parents  and  sponsors; 
of  the  pledge  that  lies  unredeemed;  of  the  cove- 
nant that  is  broken;  and  urge  them,  however 
long  the  duty  has  been  delayed,  to  confirm  the 
holy  contract  made  with  heaven  in  their  behalf. 
And  should  God  in  mercy  spare  them;  should  his 
saving  grace  arrest  them  in  their  sin,  and  over- 
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come  their  rebellious  hearts,  at  whatever  time,  no 
matter  how  late  such  a  blessed  work  be  done, 
this  rite  is  for  them,  and  well  does  it  suit  them; 
for  long  as  it  may  have  been  since  they  reached 
the  years  of  discretion,  they  have  but  just  come 
to  the  right  use  of  it,  they  have  just  begun  to  live, 
they  are  mere  babes  in  Christ,  and  must  enter  the 
kingdom  of  Heaven  like  little  children.  They 
must  come  with  humble  and  penitent  hearts,  la- 
menting their  mispent  time,  and  praying  God  to 
accept  the  poor  remainder,  for  their  Redeemer's 
sake. 

Let  us  suppose  the  case  of  one,  who,  on  his 
first  entrance  into  this  world  of  sin,  w  as  taken 
by  pious  parents  to  the  house  of  God,  and  there, 
by  one  of  his  Ministers,  and  according  to  his 
own  ordinance  dedicated  to  him  amidst  solemn 
prayers  and  vows.  What  if  those  parents  should 
do  this  in  the  sweet  hope  that,  at  an  early  period, 
their  child  would  himself  own  this  act,  and  renew 
this  dedication?  What  if  in  order  to  this,  much 
pious  instruction  should  be  given,  much  holy  dis- 
cipline used,  and  many  fervent  prayers  oifered  up. 
But  what  if  all  these  should  fail?  W^hat  if,  at 
the  time  appointed,  when  the  child  has  come  to 
years  of  discretion;  he  should  refuse  to  renew 
these  vows,  his  heart  being  utterly  averse  to  the 
service  of  God?  What  if,  notwithstanding  much 
upbraiding,  he  should  pass  on  thence  to  manhood, 
and  only  grow  more  hardened  in  sin?  What  if, 
through  God's  long-suffering  goodness,    his  days 
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should  yet  be  prolonged,  and  extended  even  to 
the  years  of  those  beyond  the  flood?  What  if 
the  grey  hairs  of  his  parents  should  have  been 
long  since  brought  in  sorrow  to  the  grave? 
But  what  if,  at  the  very  last,  God's  all-powerful 
grace  should  touch  this  aged  sinner's  heart;  would 
he  not,  think  you,  look  back  with  holy  tender- 
ness towards  his  parents?  Would  he  not  remem- 
ber their  prayers,  their  tears  their  instruction, 
their  dedication  of  him  to  Heaven,  their  vows 
in  his  name;  the  pledge  given  in  his  behalf,  and 
if  there  was  in  the  Church  some  sacred  ceremo- 
ny by  which  he  might  publicly  honor  those  pa- 
rents and  bless  God  for  his  baptism  and  all  the 
privileges  of  his  kingdom,  would  he  not  delight 
ro  observe  it?  Who  shall  say  how  far,  even  at 
that  distant  day,  according  to  the  economy  of 
grace,  the  faithful  dedication  of  him  to  God,  his 
baptism  in  the  name  of  the  Father,  Son,  and  Ho- 
ly Ghost,  the  fervent  prayers  offered  up  the  pi- 
ous instruction  delivered  in  his  early  years,  may 
have  contributed  to  his  late  conversion, — and 
will  he  not  take  pleasure  in  reverting  to  that 
time,  and  those  holy  exercises?  The  times  and 
the  seasons,  and  the  hearts  of  men  are  in  the 
hands  of  God,  and  he  can  and  does  make  the 
prayers  of  the  faithful  and  the  instructions  of  the 
pious  effectual  just  when  and  how  he  pleases,  and 
that  which  appears  to  be  lost  is  often  found, 
though  after  many  days.  I  find  that  some  of  the 
most  eminently  wise  and  pious,  have  ever  been 
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disposed  to  ascribe  their  conversion,  which  took 
place  at  a  later  period,  to  the  revival  of  some  im- 
pression made  on  their  almost  infant  mind  by 
the  instruction  of  pious  parents,  or  else  have  con- 
sidered it  as  the  answer  to  prayers  long  since  of- 
fered, and  now  made  effectual.  Nor  can  I,  in  this, 
see  any  thing  either  unreasonable  or  unscriptural. 
And  now  let  me  ask,  are  there  not  some  present 
to  whom  this  part  of  my  address  is  too  applicable? 
Are  there  not  the  children  of  pious  parents  here? 
Did  they  not  sincerely  devote  you  to  Heaven? 
Have  they  not  labored  hard  for  you,  and  shed 
many  tears  over  you?  Have  they  not  beheld- 
your  growth  in  size  and  age  with  fearful  concern? 
Have  they  not  from  year  to  year,  been  anxious- 
ly seeking  fruit  on  you,  their  barren  fig  trees, 
but  finding  none; — and  have  they  not  gone  to 
their  graves  having  one  sting,  only  one  sting, 
piercing  them  in  death,  the  fear  that  thay  shall 
never  see  you  in  glory?  Oh  let  me  beseech  you, 
call  to  mind  their  anguish  on  your  account;  re- 
member all  their  holy  counsels,  follow  their  godly 
example;  thus  honor  and  revere  their  memory, 
and  you  may  yet  be  blest.  It  is  by  thus  improving 
such  occasions,  my  dear  hearers,  that  I  think  the 
rite  of  Confirmation,  whether  a  human  or  divine 
institution,  may  be  made  subservient  to  the  best 
interests  of  religion.  It  is  calculated,  I  think, 
to  quicken  tlte  zeal  and  diligence  of  all  who 
have  any  concern  with  the  religious  education  of 
^e  pi&ijig  geiieration^  and  tQ  impress  upon  the 
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youth  that  great  and  most  fearful  truth,  that  as 
soon  as  they  become  capable  of  understanding  the 
nature  of  our  holy  religion,  so  soon  does  it  be- 
come their  imperative  duty  to  embrace  it  heartily 
and  practice  it  fully,  or  else  expose  their  souls  to 
the  most  imminent  hazard  of  everlasting  perdition. 

Conclusion. 

But  now  perhaps  it  may  be  asked,  is  this  the 
true  view  of  the  subject,  as  presented  to  us  by 
the  Church  itself?  Is  it  according  to  the  old 
practice  and  generally  received  opinions  respect- 
ing it?  Is  it  not  rather  some  modern  innovation? 
Are  not  the  requisitions  here  made  altogether  be- 
yond those  of  the  Church?  What  does  the 
Church  demand  of  her  candidates  except  that 
they,  being  come  to  the  years  of  discretion,  be 
able  to  repeat  the  Creed,  the  Lord's  Prayer,  and 
the  Ten  Commandments,  and  to  answer*  such 
other  questions  as  in  the  Church  Catechism  are 
contained?  What  does  she  say  as  to  their  faith, 
their  penitence,  their  personal  piety,  which  you 
consider  indispensable  to  the  proper  reception  of 
this  rite?  To  this  we  reply,  that  she  says  much, 
and  in  the  most  impressive  and  heart-searching 
manner,  demanding  the  most  solemn  declaration 
of  all  that  is  required  in  order  to  constitute  the 
humble  Christian;  and  whoever  will  read  through 
the  whole  Confirmation  service,  will  soon  per- 
ceive this.    (See  Appendix,  Note  F.)     These 
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things  are  not  indeed  expressed  in  those  brief  di- 
rections set  forth  in  the  rubrics,  which,  except 
they  be  taken  in  connection  with  the  service  it- 
self, would  be  very  defective.  And  even  as  they 
now  stand,  it  has  been  thought  desirable  to  have 
some  alteration  or  addition,  which  should  pre- 
sent at  one  view  and  in  closer  connection,  all 
which  the  Church  requires,  not  permitting  it 
even  for  a  moment  to  be  supposed  that  she  only 
requires  a  knowledge  of  the  words  of  the  Cate- 
chism, or  of  the  meaning  of  the  same.  The  ob- 
jection is  not  that  the  rubrics  or  preface  to  the 
Confirmation  service  contain  any  thing  that  is 
wrong,  but  that  they  leave  too  much  to  be  ex- 
pressed afterwards.  In  order,  however,  to  do 
away  any  wrong  impresssion  which  might  even 
for  a  moment  be  made  with  regard  to  it,  the  Ge- 
neral Convention  which  met  in  Philadelphia  in 
18'26,  proposed  to  insert  another  preface,  to  be 
used  at  the  discretion  of  the  Bishop,  when  ad- 
ministering Confirmation,  in  which  it  is  declared 
that  this  rite  "  is  very  convenient  and  proper  to 
be  observed,  to  the  end  that  persons  being  suffi- 
ciently instructed  in  what  they  promised  or  what 
was  promised  for  them  in  their  baptism,  and  be- 
ing in  other  respects  duly  qualified,  may  them- 
selves, with  their  own  mouth  and  consent,  open- 
ly before  the  Church,  ratii^  and  confirm  the 
same."  This  proposition  was,  according  to  the 
Constitution  of  the  Church,  sent  to  the  different 
Dioceses,  for  their  consideration  during  the  three 
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tbllowing  years.  Together  with  it,  however, 
were  sent  other  propositions  relating  to  the  ser- 
vice of  the  Church,  which  excited  so  much  unea- 
siness amongst  its  members,  lest  a  serious  change 
should  be  meditated  in  the  Prayer  Book,  that  at 
the  next  General  Convention  it  was  deemed  ex- 
pedient to  withdraw  the  whole.  We  have  no 
hesitation  in  expressing  our  belief,  that,  had  this 
been  the  only  change  proposed,  there  would  have 
been  no  objection  raised;  for  it  only  declared, 
what  is  immediately  after,  in  the  most  emphatic 
manner,  expressed  in  the  service,  But  let  the 
whole  be  taken  as  it  now  stands,  and  if  we  only 
adopt  the  rule  enjoined  as  to  the  scriptures,  to 
"  compare  scripture  with  scripture,"  and  judge 
by  the  whole  and  not  a  part,  it  will  be  most  evi- 
dent that  our  Church  demands  of  those  who  come 
to  Confirmation,  as  much  real  piety  as  any  church 
is  authorized  to  demand  of  those  who  seek  ad- 
mission to  their  communion.  If,  indeed,  we 
must  confine  ourselves  to  the  rubrics  attached  to 
the  baptismal  service  and  the  catechism,  and  if 
the  mere  ability  to  repeat  from  memory  the  cate- 
chism, or  to  understand  the  meaning  of  the  words 
thereof,  be  all  that  is  required;  if  the  Church  no 
where  else  makes  any  demand  of  the  candidates, 
then  let  us  see  to  what  a  most  guilty  condition 
she  is  reduced.  According  to  this  construction, 
any  one  who'can  say  the  catechism,  even  though 
he  be  a  profane  swearer,  a  most  wicked,  abandon- 
ed character;  nay,  though  he   believes  not  one 
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word  contained  in  the  catechism  or  the  Bible,  may 
nevertheless  be  confirmed.  Surely  no  one,  whe- 
ther friend  or  foe,  can  seriously  maintain  that  any 
church  in  Christendom  can  be  guilty  of  such 
monstrous  folly  and  crime.  Yet  such  is  the  con- 
clusion to  which  we  must  come,  if  one  or  two 
brief  rubrics  are  to  be  consulted  apart  from  the 
whole  baptismal  and  confirmation  services.  If  a 
mere  ability  to  repeat  the  catechism  be  all  that  is 
required,  why  are  the  sponsors  enjoined  to  teach 
the  child,  with  a  view  to  confirmation,  "  all 
things  which  a  Christian  ought  to  know  and  be- 
lieve to  his  soul's  health;  to  provide  that  he  be 
virtuously  brought  up  to  lead  a  godly  and  Chris- 
tian life,  to  follow  the  example  el  Christ,  and 
daily  to  proceed  in  all  virtue  and  godliness  of  liv- 
ing?" Why  must  the  Minister  receive  timely 
notice  of  the  Bishop's  visit,  in  order  that  he  may 
examine  and  see  who  are  fit  to  be  presented,  if 
merely  saying  the  catechism  be  sufficient,  which 
might  be  done  in  a  few  moments?  But  in  order 
to  set  this  question  in  the  clearest  light,  let  us  at 
once  turn  to  the  Confirmation  service,  and  read 
that  demand  which  is  made  on  such  as  are  per- 
mitted to  approach.  What  is  it?  "  Do  you  here, 
in  the  presence  of  God  and  of  this  congregation, 
renew  the  solemn  promise  and  vow  that  ye  made, 
or  that  was  made  in  your  name,  at  your  baptism; 
ratifying  and  confirming  the  same:  and  acknow- 
ledging yourselves  bound  to  believe  and  to  do  all 
those  things  which  ye  then  undertook,  or  your 
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sponsors  then  undertook  for  you?"  Now,  what 
is  that  solemn  vow  and  promise,  and  "  those 
things  that  we  are  to  believe  and  do"?  They 
are  thus  expressed  in  that  catechism  in  which  the 
candidate  must  be  sufficiently  instructed:  "They 
did  promise  and  vow  three  things  in  my  name: 
first,  that  I  should  renounce  the  devil  and  all  his 
works,  the  pomps  and  vanities  of  this  wicked 
world,  and  all  the  sinful  lusts  of  the  flesh;  second- 
ly, that  I  should  believe  all  the  articles  of  the 
Christian  faith;  and,  thirdly,  that  I  should  keep 
God's  holy  will  and  commandments,  and  walk  in 
the  same  all  the  days  of  my  life."  But  this  is 
not  all:  After  having  required  a  public  renewal 
of  these  vows,  which  some  think  too  solemn  for 
any  to  utter,  she  proceeds  to  pronounce  the  fol- 
lowing prayer:  "  Almighty  and  everlasting  God, 
who  hast  vouchsafed  to  regenerate  these  thy  ser- 
vants by  water  and  the  Holy  Ghost,  and  hast  gi- 
ven unto  them  forgiveness  of  all  their  sins; 
strengthen  them,  we  beseech  Thee,  0  Lord,  with 
the  Holy  Ghost,  the  Comforter;  and  daily  in- 
crease in  them  thy  manifold  gifts  of  grace;  the 
spirit  of  wisdom  and  understanding,  the  spirit  of 
counsel  and  ghostly  strength,  the  spirit  of  know- 
ledge and  true  godliness;  and  fill  them,  O  Lord, 
with  the  spirit  of  thy  holy  fear,  now  and  forever." 
(See  Appendix,  note  G.) 

Now  we  would  ask,  what  method  could  the 
Church  have  adopted,  or  what  language  could 
she  have  chosen  bettfer  calculated   to   show  that 
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she  requires  genuine  and  enlightened  piety,  than 
the  language  here  used.  So  far  from  the  stand- 
ard of  piety  here  erected  being  too  low,  some  of 
the  most  truly  conscientious  have  hesitated  to 
make  "  such  a  solemn  vow,  promise,  and  pro- 
fession," and  have  feared  lest  they  were  acting 
presumptuously  in  permitting  such  prayers  and 
thanksgivings  to  be  offered  up  over  their  heads. 
How  then  must  the  irreligious  feel  while  going 
through  what,  in  their  case,  must  be  a  solemn 
mockery.  Surely  the  Church  never  could  have 
framed  this  service  or  designed  this  rite  for  them. 
It  may  then  be  confidently  affirmed,  that  she  re- 
quires true  piety  of  all  who  come  to  be  confirmed; 
but  it  is  equally  evident,  that  she  has  framed  this 
service  especially  for  the  young,  and  at  a  very 
early  age,  even  as  soon  as  they  can  repeat  and 
understand  the  Church  Catechism;  for  this  rea- 
son, that  she  believes  they  are  then  capable  of 
true  piety,  and  of  course  that  it  is  their  bounden 
duty  and  glorious  privilege  to  devote  themselves 
to  God.  While,  therefore,  we  would  be  pleased 
with  the  addition  of  some  few  words  to  those 
rubrics  and  that  preface  which  are  objected  to, 
by  which  the  whole  expectation  and  requisition 
of  the  Church  might  in  one  sentence,  or  in  one 
view,  be  presented;  we  should  be  utterly  oppo- 
sed to  any  change  which  would,  in  the  slightest 
degree,  impair  that  feature  in  the  institution 
which  shows  it  to  be  designed  for  the  very  young. 
Nothing  can  be  more  evident,  either  from  rea* 
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son  or  revelation,  than,  that  at  whatever  moment 
a  rational  and  immortal  being  becomes  capable  of 
knowing  and  serving  God,  at  that  moment  the 
obligation  commences,  and  not  a  moment  later. 
On  this  principle  is  this  office  established.  At 
baptism,  then,  sponsors  promise  for  them  that 
they  will  believe  the  truth,  choose  what  is  good, 
renounce  what  is  evil,  at  the  first  moment  they 
are  capable  of  it.  In  the  rite  of  Confirmation 
they  are  called  on  publicly  to  declare  their  de- 
termination to  do  all  this.  And  can  any  thing 
be  more  agreeable  to  the  will  of  God  and  our 
truest  welfare,  than  that  we,  who  are  his  by  crea- 
tion, preservation,  and  redemption,  should  serve, 
love,  and  glorify  him  at  the  earliest  dawn  of  rea- 
son, and  with  the  first  use  of  our  affections  and 
talents?  Let  us  suppose  that  this  peculiar  and 
prominent  feature  was  struck  off  from  the  system; 
that  the  service  was  changed  so  as  not  to  address 
itself  so  directly  and  almost  exclusively  to  the 
very  young;  that  it  seemed  to  aim  at  those  of  a 
higher  grade;  that  it  merely  demanded  solemn 
vows  and  real  piety,  without  saying  to  the  young, 
of  you  these  are  expected.  Let  any  one  make 
some  such  change  as  this,  and  then  let  him  look 
at  what  he  has  done.  He  will  find  that  he  has 
done  that  which  is  most  gratifying  indeed  to  the 
great  adversary  of  God  and  man;  which  exactly 
accords  with  the  views  and  wishes  of  mere  pro- 
fessing Christians;  which  is  the  very  doctrine  of 
this  world.     What  could  be  more  gratifying  to 
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the  wicked  one  than  to  leave  him  in  unmolested 
possession  of  the  young  at  the  most  interesting 
and  susceptible  period?  What  could  more  ac- 
cord with  the  views  and  wishes  of  worldly  pa- 
rents, than  to  seem  to  acknowledge  that  piety  is 
not  expected  of  their  children  at  an  early  age; 
what  more  agreeable  to  the  maxims  of  the  world, 
than  to  give  a  silent  permission  to  the  very  young 
to  resort  to  it  for  their  happiness?  How  differ- 
ent this  from  the  language  of  God.  He  calls  for 
praise  out  of  the  mouths  ot  babes  and  sucklings. 
He  encourages  us  to  seek  him  early,  and  promises 
that  we  shall  surely  find  him.  He  bids  the  young 
remember  him  in  the  days  of  their  youth.  Some, 
however,  would  have  his  Church  dispense  with 
this  early  piety,  and  permit  the  young  to  devote  the 
morning  of  their  daystotheserviceof  the  world. 
But  that  she  dares  not  do.  As  the  holy  mother 
of  all  her  children,  she  loves  them  too  well  to 
consent  that  they  should  lose  even  a  moment 
from  the  honor  and  happiness  of  God's  service. 
She  knows  that  in  true  piety  is  true  happiness; 
that  the  yoke  of  Christ  is  easy  and  his  burden 
light,  and  may  easily  be  borne  even  by  her  young- 
er children.  At  an  early  age,  therefore,  she  calls 
them  to  enter  into  his  service,  conducts  them  to 
his  altar,  binds  them  to  their  duty,  and  leads  them 
into  the  ways  of  peace  and  happiness.  Instead  of 
ushering  them  into  the  world  to  enjoy  its  vain 
amusements,  or  even  silently  permitting  it,  she 
warns  them  of  its  delusive  snares,  and  at  theVe- 
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ly  moment  when  they  are  just  ready  to  enter 
with  eagerness  on  its  pleasures,  and  when  too 
many  are  disposed  to  encourage  them  "to  give 
to  their  souls  the  desires  which  please  them,"  she 
calls  upon  them  to  "  renounce  the  pomps  and  va- 
nities of  this  wicked  world,  and  all  the  sinful 
desires  of  the  flesh."  It  is  needful  that  she 
should  thus  teach  them  wherein  their  true  happi- 
ness consists,  for  there  are  too  many  of  those  who 
have  the  care  of  them  that  understand  it  not. 
They  may  indeed,  at  a  very  early  age,  instruct 
them  in  some  of  the  forms  of  godliness:  teach 
them  hymns,  and  prayers,  and  catechisms,  and 
Holy  Scripture,  and  seek  to  impress  their  minds 
with  a  sense  of  the  truth  and  importance  of  re- 
ligion. All  this  will  they  do  for  a  season;  but  a 
period  arrives  when  it  seems  to  be  considered 
as  a  thing  of  course,  as  a  matter  of  right,  that 
these  young  ones,  now  passing  out  of  childhood 
into  early  youth,  should  either  lay  these  aside  or 
at  least  not  be  expected  to  act  under  their  influ- 
ence. Now,  for  a  time  at  least,  they  must  be 
given  up  to  the  world,  they  must  be  gay  and 
thoughtless.  Religion  suits  them  not,  and  it  is 
vain  to  look  for  it. 

Perhaps  at  some  future  day,  when  the  world 
has  lost  her  power  to  charm,  or  when  aflBiction 
sharply  assails  them,  refuge  may  be  sought  in  the 
consolations  of  religion.  This  is  not  the  doc- 
trine of  the  Church  of  Christ.  At  that  very  mo- 
ment when  parents  and  friends  are  surrendering 
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them  up  to  the  world,  she  calls  them  to  the  high- 
er enjoyments  of  religion;  she  bids  them  come 
and  taste,  and  see  how  gracious  the  Lord  is;  she 
repels  the  insinuation  that  religion  is  only  for  the 
sick  and  afflicted,  as  a  last  resort  when  all  else  shall 
fail  us.  Moreover,  she  fears  even  to  seem  for  a 
moment  to  exempt  them  from  the  duty  and  neces- 
sity of  piety,  lest  she  should  be  in  any  measure 
guilty  of  their  eternal  perdition,'  and  therefore 
loudly  calls  on  them  to  enter  at  once  into  the  ser- 
vice of  God.  She  knows  how  many  thousands 
of  young  persons  are  continually  dying  at  that 
age  of  which  we  are  speaking,  when  too  many 
parents  are  permitting  them,  almost  without  a 
word  of  remonstrance,  to  turn  to  the  world  for 
their  happiness.  She  knows  how  the  hearts  of 
those  who  have  lost  their  children  at  an  early 
age  have  been  wrung  with  anguish  by  the  pain- 
ful uncertainty  as  to  the  time  when  responsibility 
begins,  not  knowing  what  hope  they  might  che- 
rish. She  professes  not  to  know  what  that  pe- 
riod is,  but  urges  it  upon  all  who  have  the  charge 
of  children  to  guard  against  the  awful  danger  of 
their  dying  in  sin,  by  pressing  upon  them  the 
great  duty  of  religion  as  soon  as  it  becomes  in 
any  degree  possible  to  them.  She  has  also  pro- 
vided a  special  service,  by  which  she  calls  on  the 
young  to  come  forward  and  make  a  public  de- 
claration of  their  faith  and  determination  to  live 
according  to  it;  and  if  they  are  not  prepared  for 
it,  she  passes  a  silent  but  severe  condemnation  on 
them.     In  this  view,   also,  brethren,   we  must 
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highly  approve  this  rite,  believing  it  well  calcu- 
lated to  impress  upon  Ministers,  parents,  and 
children,  the  great  importance  of  an  early  prepa- 
ration for  death. 

Let  me  now  conclude  with  the  utterance  of  a 
sentiment  which  has  long  been  impressed  on  my 
mind.  If  ever  that  happy  milieneal  day  shall 
come,  predicted  as  we  think  by  Prophets  and 
Apostles,  and  so  fondly  hoped  for  by  the  pious,  it 
must,  we  are  well  assured,  be  introduced  by  an 
increased  attention  to  religious  education,  and  the 
greater  prevalence  of  early  piety.  The  complete 
triumph  of  religion  can  never  be  gained,  while 
so  many  of  the  young  are  on  the  side  of  its  ene- 
mies, devoting  all  their  zeal  to  the  cause  of  vice 
and  impiety.  Our  children  must,  at  their  birth, 
be  brought  into  the  camp  of  the  Lord,  and  con- 
secrated on  the  altar,  as  the  enemy  of  all  the  ene- 
mies of  God.  They  must  be  trained  in  all  the 
arts  of  holy  warfare,  and  made  ready  to  die  for 
the  cause  of  God.  I  trust  that  we  already  see 
the  dawning  of  this  day.  In  every  [nfant  School, 
and  Sunday  School,  and  Bible  Class,  I  think  I 
see  a  preparation  for  it.  In  every  teacher  of 
these  blessed  institutions,  I  think  I  see  a  pious 
sponsor,  co-operating  with  Christian  parents,  or 
taking  the  place  of  those  who  are  not.  And  I 
trust,  in  this  very  rite  of  Confirmation,  by  the  fi- 
delity of  parents,  sponsors,  Ministers,  and  the 
Bishops  of  the  Church,  we  shall  henceforth  wit- 
ness no  unworthy  auxiliary  in  accomplishing  this 
glorious  consummation. 
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(Note  A.) 

As  we  have  alluded  to  the  maladministration 
of  this  rite  in  the  Church  of  England,  it  is  meet 
that  we  should  also  make  mention  of  that  de~ 
cided  and  great  improvement,  which  has  for  ma- 
ny years  been  rapidly  taking  place  in  the  reli- 
gious character  of  great  numbers  of  the  clergy 
and  people  of  that  Church.  Such  improvement 
will  doubtless  be  seen  in  the  more  holy  obser- 
vance of  this  rite  of  Confirmation.  Of  late  years, 
an  unusual  number  of  eminently  pious  men  have 
been  raised  to  the  Episcopal  Office,  who  will 
we  trust  direct  their  attention  to  the  proper  exe- 
cution of  this  part  of  the  discipline  of  the  Church. 
Among  those  unto  whom  such  a  responsible  office 
has  been  confided,  the  name  of  William  Magee, 
author  of  the  celebrated  treatise  on  the  Atone- 
ment, may  be  mentioned.  In  his  primary  charge 
to  the  clergy  of  the  Diocese  of  Raphoe,  in  Ire- 
land, he  announces  his  determination  to  attend 
regularly  to  this  part  of  his  duty,  and  in  the  fol- 
lowing manner  presents  what  appear  to  us  the 
4rue  views  of  the  subject. 

*'  Baptism,  it  has  become  too  much  the  custom! 
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to  consider  as  a  form.  In  its  ordinary  practice 
as  applied  to  infants,  it  seems  to  the  unreflecting , 
as  wanting  that  which  could  give  it  meaning  an  d 
efficacy,  the  consciousness  and  consent  of  its  sub- 
ject, in  the  contract  which  it  embraces;  so  that 
by  those  who  do  not  discern  its  true  spirit- 
ual character  as  a  sacramental  engagement, 
(which  is  unhappily  the  case  with  a  large  po  r- 
tion  of  the  community,)  it  is  but  too  generally 
viewed  either  as  a  charm  or  as  a  ceremony.  No  w 
Confirmation  tends  to  remedy  this  deficiency.  It 
may  be  conceived  as  the  consummation  of  bap- 
tism. It  gives  to  that  rite,  in  common  view,  sig- 
nificancy  and  substance.  And  what  before  ap- 
peared as  the  gratuitous  adoption  of  the  uncon- 
scious infant  into  the  visible  Church  of  Christ, 
becomes  now  the  voluntary  acceptance  of  the 
Christian's  covenant^  and  the  spiritual  initiation 
of  the  intelligent  and  instructed.  So  that,  with 
those  who  cannot  comprehend  the  value  of  infant 
baptism,  it  miy  be  considered  with  a  certain  la- 
titude as  the  baptism  of  the  adult. 

"  Again,  as  Confirmation  is  prescribed  by  the 
Church  as  the  legitimate  introduction  of  the 
young  Christian  to  the  holy  communion,  it  pre- 
sents itself  as  an  intelligible  and  connecting  me- 
dium between  our  two  great  sacraments.  It  re- 
news and  confirms  the  covenant  entered  into  by 
the  one;  and  it  makes  the  due  preparation  to  seal 
and  sanctify  that  covenant  by  the  other.  So  that 
yi.  truth,  the  practice  of  this  rite  may  bemade  tht 
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occasion  of  spreading  through  your  entire  pa- 
rishes, in  a  way  the  best  calculated  to  excite  in- 
terest and  attention,  the  whole  scheme  of  a 
Christian's  belief  and  duty. 

"  You  have  witnessed  for  yourselves,  my  Rev. 
Brethren,  the  great  eagerness  which  was  mani- 
fested for  the  instructions  given,  and  the  tracts 
circulated,  previous  to  the  late  confirmation;  and 
you  can  say  whether  that  occasion  did  not  furn- 
ish you  with  opportunities  of  more  extensive 
and  edifying  teaching  to  your  flocks  than  you 
have  usually  enjoyed;  and  whether  it  did  not 
afford  to  them  incentives,  and  inspire  them  with 
a  zeal,  to  learn  and  profit  from  your  teaching, 
which  have  not  been  manifested  at  other  times. 
In  truth,  nothing  could  tend  more  to  stir  up  a 
spirit  of  religious  improvement  amongst  the  peo- 
ple, nothing  could  bring  the  clergy  into  more 
profitable  contact  with  their  parishioners,  no- 
thing could  present  them  more  in  the  light  of 
true  pastors  looking  to  the  welfare  of  their  flocks, 
than  a  system  which  exhibited  the  whole  clergy 
of  the  diocese,  in  all  its  ranks  from  the  highest 
to  the  lowest,  in  active  exertion,  seeking  every 
where  after  the  young  and  uninstructed,  visit- 
ing every  cottage,  soliciting  every  parent,  en- 
couraging and  instructing  every  child,  to  draw 
them  to  the  knowledge  and  the  practice  of  reli- 
gion, and  to  guide  their  feet  into  that  path  which 
through  the  divine  grace,  they  continue  in  it,  if, 
will  lead  them  to  everlasting  happiness." 
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In  proof  of  what  we  have  said,  as  to  the  im- 
provement in  the  character  of  the  English  cler- 
gy, we  adduce  the  following  passage  from  the  pi- 
ous Bickersteth,  whose  writings  are  so  deserved- 
ly esteemed  among  all  denominations.  In  the  pre- 
face to  his  last  work,  entitled  the  "  Christian 
Hearer,"  he  quotes  with  approbation  the  follow- 
ing words  from  the  letter  of  a  friend.  "  The 
leaven  of  truth  and  zeal,  is  spreading  extensive- 
ly through  the  church;  many  of  her  ministers 
and  other  members,  who  may  not  yet  enter  fully 
into  her  evangelical  doctrines,  nor  yet  rise  as  she 
requires  them  above  the  world,  are  seriously  la- 
bouring to  do  good;  and  if  some  of  these  have 
unhappily  imbibed  unfavourable  views  of  the 
most  zealous  and  consistent  members  of  their 
own  communion,  it  only  furnishes  a  strong  addi- 
tional motive  to  those  looked  at  with  unfounded 
suspicion,  conscientiously  to  avoid  every  thing 
which  may  be  justly  objectionable.  The  truly  reli- 
gious members  of  the  Church  are  happily,  under 
all  their  shades  of  difference  and  their  past  feelings 
of  mutual  disaffection,  making  gradual  approach- 
es to  one  another;  and  nothing  will  tend  more, 
through  the  blessing  of  God,  to  accelerate  their 
union,  or  to  make  the  Church  the  bulwark  and 
glory  of  the  Empire,  than  a  conscientious  adhe- 
rence, in  that  devout  and  heavenly  spirit  which 
she  requires  in  all  her  members,  to  her  discipline 
and  her  ordinances." 

To  this  let  me  add  a  passage  from  the  same 
F 
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work,  in  which  the  author  expresses  the  feelings 
of  his  pious  and  charitable  heart,  toward  the  dis- 
senters from  the  Church  of  England,  and  quotes 
a  sentiment  from  one  of  them  in  relation  to  the 
present  improving  condition  of  the  Ministers  of 
the  Establishment,  which  coniSrms  what  is  stat- 
ed above.  "  We  rejoice  (says  Mr.  Bickersteth, 
speaking  of  the  Dissenters,)  at  the  good  doing 
among  them  and  by  them;  we  pray  that  they 
may  receive  yet  more  abundantly  the  gifts  of  the 
Holy  Spirit;  and  w^e  admire  and  would  recipro- 
cally adopt  the  words  of  one  of  their  own  de- 
voted Ministers:"  "  I  feel  a  most  sincere  and 
encouraging  joy  in  the  growing  number  and  ho- 
ly eminence  of  those  among  you,  (that  is,  of  the 
establishment,)  whom  the  world  stigmatizes,  and 
it  is  my  heart's  desire  and  prayer,  that  whatever 
may  be  unscriptural  in  all  established  and  other 
Churches,  may  not  be  brushed  off  by  rude  hands, 
or  broken  away  by  outward  violence,  but  detec- 
ted, to  the  conviction  of  upright  hearts,  by  the 
light  and  grace  of  the  Lord  Jesus  in  his  word>, 
and  purged  away  by  the  sweet  and  omnipotent 
influences  of  the  Holy  Spirit." 


(Note  B.) 

The  following  are  the  words  of  Calvin,  taken 
from  his  commentary  on  the  Epistle  to  the  He- 
brews, v/hich  was  published  in  the  year    1551  • 
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**  Hie  unus  locus  abunde  testatur  hujus  caeremo- 
niae  originem  fluxisse  ab  Apostolis;  sed  postea  in 
superstitionem  versa  est,  ut  mundus  semper  fere  ab 
optimis  institutis  ad  corruptelas  degenerat.  Fin- 
xerunt  enim  esse  sacramentum  quo  spiritus  re- 
generationis  conferatur,  quo  figmento  Baptis- 
mum  lacerarunt;  nam  quod  erat  ejus  proprium,  ad 
impositionem  manuum  transtulerunt.  Sciamus 
ergo  a  primis  auctoribus  institutum  fuisse,  ut  es- 
set  solennis  precandi  ritus  quemadmodum  Au- 
gustinus  nuncupat.  Fidei  quidem  professionem 
quam  adolescentes  pueritiam  egressi  edebant,  volu- 
erunt  approbare  hoc  symbolo.  Sed  nihilminus  co- 
gitarunt,  quam  vim  baptlsmi  discerpere.  Quamo- 
brem  hodie  retinenda  pura  institutio  est;  supersti- 
tio  autem  corrigenda."  From  this  passage,  which 
is  rendered  into  English  in  the  body  of  the  sermon, 
it  is  evident  that  Calvin  considered  the  expres- 
sion "  laying  on  of  hands"  as  referring  to  a 
certain  ceremony  following  after  catechetical  in- 
struction, and  which  flowed  down  from  the  Apos- 
tles. Now  this  must  mean  one  of  two  things; 
either  something  practised  by  the  Apostles  them- 
selves, and  observed  by  those  who  came  after 
them,  or  some  rule  enjoined  on  the  Churches,  and 
executed,  if  not  by  themselves,  by  such  persons 
as  were  set  over  those  Churches,  and  which  thus 
flowed  down  with  Apostolic  authority  to  their 
descendants.  From  comparing  what  Calvin  here 
says  with  what  he  writes  in  the  fourth  book  of 
kis  Institutes  concerning  Confirmation,  we  think 
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the  latter  was  most  probably  his  meaning.  In 
his  Institutes  he  inveighs  very  vehemently  against 
Confirmation  as  practised  in  the  Romish  Church, 
calling  it  a  counterfeit  Confirmation,  saying  that 
succeeding  times  had  almost  obliterated  the  an- 
cient practice  which  he  so  highly  approved.  He 
says  that  Jerome  was  not  altogether  correct  in 
saying  that  Confirmation  was  a  custom  of  the 
Apostles;  he  says  that  what  they  did  was,  by 
laying  on  of  hands  to  confer  the  wonderful  and 
visible  gifts  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  as  on  those  in 
Samaria  and  elsewhere,  which  was  only  designed 
to  be  a  temporary  thing.  Calvin,  therefore,  tra- 
ces the  ancient  practice  of  Confirmation,  which 
afterwards  became  so  corrupt,  not  to  the  example 
of  the  Apostles  in  those  instances  where  they 
conferred  the  Holy  Ghost  by  laying  on  of  hands, 
but  to  some  method  appointed  by  them  to  be 
used  in  the  Churches,  and  referred  to  in  this  pas- 
sage of  the  Epistle  to  the  Hebrews.  We  must, 
indeed,  thus  understand  him,  or  else  he  would 
palpably  contradict  himself  in  the  two  works  to 
which  we  have  referred.  In  his  Institutes, 
which,  it  is  said,  was  the  first  published  and  the 
kst  revised  of  all  his  works,  he  does  not  intimate 
the  least  change  of  sentiment  as  to  his  understand- 
ing of  this  passage;  on  the  contrary,  begins  and 
ends  the  chapter  by  speaking  in  praise  of  thisan- 
iiient  custom,  wishing  that  it  was  restored  to  its 
pure  and  primitive  use,  and  in  language  so  much 
like  that  used  in  his  comment  on  this  passage,  as  to 
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tbrce  conviction  on  the  mind  that  he  is  alluding 
to  one  and  the  same  thing,  which  flowed  from 
the  Apostles.  We  may  thus  ascertain  how  far 
Calvin  may,  with  propriety,  be  quoted  as  an  ad- 
vocate of  the  rite  of  Confirmation,  as  practised  by 
the  Episcopal  Church  in  this  country.  Episco- 
palians agree  with  Calvin,  that  this  text  refers  to 
this  ancient  custom;  but  they  generally  consider 
that  the  practice  of  the  Apostles  in  laying  on 
of  hands  was  the  foundation  and  example  of  such 
custom,  in  which  latter  respect  Calvin  differs  from 
them.  A  reference  to  the  baptismal  service,  the 
catechism  and  confirmation  service,  and  a  compa- 
rison of  the  same  with  Calvin's  description  and 
eulogy  of  this  ancient  practice,  will  show  a  very 
striking  resemblance  between  the  sentiments  of 
the  framers  thereof  and  those  of  the  Reformer,  as 
to  the  general  design  and  benefits  of  this  rite. 

That  there  was  a  striking  resemblance  be- 
tween the  sentiments  of  Calvin,  as  to  the  use  and 
design  of  Confirmation,  and  those  of  the  English 
Reformers,  is  evident  from  the  following  passage 
taken  from  "  Nowell's  Catechism,"  which  was 
set  forth  in  the  reign  oi  Elizabeth,  after  having 
been  carefully  examined  by  the  convocation  of 
Bishops  and  Clergy,  and  by  the  Secretary  Cecil. 
It  was  highly  esteemed,  and  much  used  in  the 
schools  as  a  standing  summary  of  the  doctrines  of 
the  Church,  until  the  age  of  Charles  11.  So 
close,  indeed,  is  the  resemblance  even  in  the  lan- 
guage of  that  catechism  concerning  Confirmation, 
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to  what  is  said  of  it  by  Calvin  in  his  Institutes, 
that  Dr.  Waterman,  the  author  of  the  life  of  Cal- 
vin, and  a  Congregational  Minister  of  New  En- 
gland, in  an  appendix  to  Calvin's  Catechism, 
translated  by  him,  thinks  that  Dean  Nowell  co- 
pied it  from  Calvin's  Institutes.  The  follow- 
ing is  the  language  of  that  Catechism,  taken 
from  the  second  volume  of  the  Christian  Obser- 
ver: 

"  Children,  however,  when  they  come  to  age, 
are  bound  to  acknowledge  the  truth  of  their  bap- 
tism. Parents  and  teachers  formerly  instructed 
the  youth  with  great  diligence,  in  the  first  prin- 
ciples of  the  Christian  religion,  as  soon  as  their 
age  permitted  them  to  reason  and  understand, 
that  they  might  drink  in  piety  together,  almost, 
with  the  milk  of  their  nurse,  and  be  nourished 
from  their  cradle  in  the  habits  of  virtue,  and  thus 
be  prepared  for  that  blessed  life;  and  afterwards, 
when  the  youths  seemed  sufficiently  initiated  in 
the  principles  of  our  religion,  they  were  present- 
ed before  the  Bishop;  that  after  baptism  they 
might  do  the  same  which  adults  (who  were  also 
called  catechumens)  did  formerly  either  before 
baptism,  or  rather  during  the  act  of  baptism;*  for 
then  the  Bishop  inquired  into  the  reason  of  their 
religion  from  the  young  men,  and  the  youths  gave 
a  reason  of  their  faith  in  turn  to  the  Bishop;  and 

*  That  is,  make  a  profession  of  their  faith  and 
repentance. 
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those  whom  the  Bishop  found  to  have  made  a 
suitable  proficiency  in  the  knowledge  of  religion, 
these  he  approved  and  dismissed,  after  imposi- 
tion of  hands  and  prayer.  This  approbation  and 
benediction  of  the  Bishop  has  been  called  among 
us,  Confirmation.  It  is  indeed  much  to  be  de- 
sired, that  the  ancient  manner  of  examining 
young  persons  might  be  recalled;  for  in  that  case 
parents  would  be  obliged  to  discharge  the  duty 
of  instructing  their  children  in  piety,  which  ma- 
ny at  the  present  time  wholly  neglect  and  throw 
aside.  But  if  parents  or  teachers  would  under- 
take and  faithfully  execute  this  part  of  their 
charge,  great  and  wonderful  would  be  the  con- 
sent and  agreement  in  the  Christian  religion, 
which  now  in  a  miserable  manner  is  rent  in  pie- 
ces. Certainly  every  thing  v»  ould  not  lie  over- 
whelmed in  gloomy  ignorance,  or  be  so  far  dis- 
tracted, and  broken,  and  dissipated,  with  discord- 
ant and  contradictory  opinions,  as  now  we  see 
is  the  case;  but  for  this  distressing  state  of  affairs 
it  becomes  all  good  men  to  grieve."  Before  we 
close  this  note  we  would  make  a  remark  on  one 
sentiment  contained  in  Calvin's  comment  on  the 
first  and  second  verses  of  the  sixth  chapter  to  the 
Hebrews,  which  may  not  be  without  some  use 
in  the  right  understanding  of  the  subject  we  are 
investigating.  He  charges  those  who  had  cor- 
rupted confirmation,  with  robbing  baptism  of 
what  properly  belonged  to  it,  in  order  to  transfer 
it  to  the  imposition  of  hands,  and  thereby  exalt 
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the  rite  of  confirmation  above  measure.  On  tiie 
subject  of  baptismal  regeneration,  or  the  effect  of 
baptism,  which  has  been  so  difficult  and  disput- 
ed a  question  in  every  age,  Calvin  seems  to  have 
entertained  very  high  ideas;  and  to  have  charg- 
ed the  corrupters  of  Confirmation,  with  taking 
away  from  baptism  what  was  peculiar  to  it,  the 
conveying  the  spirit  of  regeneration,  and  trans- 
ferring it  to  imposition  of  hands.  A  reference  to 
certain  expressions  of  the  fathers  concerning 
baptism  and  confirmation,  will  serve  to  show  us 
that  they  did  by  no  means  consider  that  regene- 
ration, which  they  ascribed  to  baptism  as  a  com- 
plete work  of  grace  in  the  soul,  superceding  any 
thing  else;  not  the  same  with  that  renewing  of 
the  Holy  Ghost,  or  change  of  heart,  or  conver- 
sion, or  holiness  which  is  essential  to  salvation. 
They  say  our  Lord  declares  that  we  must  be 
born  not  only  of  water  but  of  the  Holy  Ghost, 
in  order  to  enter  the  kingdom  of  heaven;  that 
St.  Paul  affirms  we  are  saved  by  the  washing  of 
regeneration  and  the  renewing  of  the  Holy  Ghost. 
All  this  they  perceived  was  not  effected  in  Bap- 
tism, but  that  many  were  baptised  in  infancy, 
and  afterwards,  who  gave  no  sufficient  evidence 
in  subsequent  life  of  being  inwardly  changed  by 
the  Holy  Ghost.  This,  therefore,  they  sought 
for  after  baptism,  and  especially  believed  that 
they  obtained  it  at  the  time  of  confirmation. 
Seeing  that  the  Holy  Ghost  was  given  so  abun- 
dantly by  the  laying  on  of  the  Apostles'  hands 
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to  those  who  had  been  baptized,  they  sought  for 
it,  and  looked  for  it,  in  the  same  way,  appearing 
(as  it  would  seem  to  us)  to  confine  it  too  much  to 
that  occasion.  Thus  St.  Cyprian  says  "  then 
are  men  truly  sanctified,  and  become  the  sons  of 
God,  when  they  are  regenerated  with  both  sac- 
raments, baptism  and  confirmation,  according  as 
it  is  written,  except  a  man  be  born  of  water  and 
of  the  Spririt,  he  cannot  enter  the  kingdom  of 
lieaven."  It  is  evident,  then,  that  the  fathers, 
in  applying  the  term  regeneration  to  baptism,  un- 
derstood it  in  a  different  and  lower  sense  from 
that  now  attached  to  it  by  most  persons,  who  ap- 
propriate it  exclusively  to  that  change  in  our  af- 
fections, dispositions,  and  habits,  which  consti- 
tutes us  new  creatures  in  Christ.  In  such  a  dif- 
ferent and  lower  sense  may  we  understand  cer- 
tain expressions  used  in  our  baptismal  service  as 
to  the  regeneration  of  those  who  are  baptised, 
although  the  Church  does  not  even  seem,  as  some 
of  the  fathers  did,  to  tie,  or  confine  the  subse- 
quent gift  of  the  Holy  Ghost  to  the  rite  of  Confir- 
mation; for  it  supposes  those  who  come  to  Con- 
firmation, already  to  possess  a  measure  of  the 
manifold  gifts  of  the  Spirit,  and  prays  an  increase 
of  them  all  to  the  recipient  of  this  rite,  hoping, 
(to  use  the  language  of  the  pious  Hooker)  that 
they  may  be  strengthened  "  as  by  other  virtuous 
offices  which  piety  and  true  religion  teacheth, 
even  so  by  this  very  special  benediction." 
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(Note  C.) 

The  following  extract  is  from  the  Report  of  a 
<;^ommittee  of  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Pres- 
byterian Church  in  this  country,  to  whom  was 
Teferred  the  consideration  of  the  best  method  of 
dealing  with  those  who  had  been  baptized  with- 
in her  communion.  The  whole  document  is  re- 
plete with  wisdom  and  piety. 

"  The  Primitive  Church,  considered  herself 
as  the  common  mother  of  all  baptized  children, 
and  exercised  a  corresponding  care  over  them, 
that  they  might  be  trained  up  as  a  generation  to 
serve  the  Lord.  She  did  not  indeed,  in  so  ma- 
ny words,  in  her  public  confessions  adopted  and 
enlarged  from  time  to  time  to  meet  prevailing  er- 
rors, avow  the  principle:  nor  was  it  necessary, 
for  the  principle  was  recognized  in  the  require- 
ment of  a  promise  or  vow  from  the  baptized  per- 
son, that  he  would  live  according  to  the  rules  of 
Christianity."  (Justin's  Apology.  Bingham's 
Ecc.  Ant.  vol.  4.  b.  11.  ch.  7.  s.  6.  p.  288.)  As 
this  vow  could  not  be  made  by  infants,  it  was  re- 
quired from  those  who  presented  them.  These 
persons,  whether  parents  or  others,  besides  re- 
ceiving  themselves,  as  members  of  the  Church, 
the  seal  of  baptism,  became  responsible  not  only 
for  the  instruction,  but  for  the  admonition,  and 
rebuke  if  necessary,  of  the  children  baptized. 
(Bing.  Ecc.  Ant.  vol.  4.  b.  11.  ch.  8.  s.  5.)  In- 
dividuals of  eminence  in  the  Primitive  Church, 
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incidentally  avow  the  principle,  and  draw  con- 
clusions from  it  suitable  to  the  circumstances 
which  led  them  to  avow  the  principle.  Thus 
Augustine,  in  his  23d  Epist.  to  Boniface,  says, 
"children-  were  presented  to  baptism,  not  so 
much  by  those  in  whose  hands  they  were  brought, 
(though  by  them  too  if  they  were  good  faithful 
men,)  as  by  the  whole  society  of  saints.  The 
whole  Church  was  their  mother."  (Bing.  Ecc. 
Ant.  b.  11.  c.  8.  s.  3.)  Hence  he  concludes  the 
Church  is  bound  to  maintain  baptized  children, 
who  in  the  course  of  Providence  should  be  de- 
prived of  support.  That  this  principle  was  in 
fact  avowed  by  the  Primitive  Church  in  her 
practice,  though  not  in  words  in  her  confession, 
appears  from  the  design  of  the  rite  of  Confirma- 
tion; the  attention  which  was  paid  to  the  instruc- 
tion of  baptized  children;  and  the  discipline  ac- 
tually indicted  upon  them  in  case  of  improper 
conduct. 

"  It  appears  that  a  rite,  called  Confirmation, 
was  administered  by  the  imposition  of  the  hand 
of  the  Minister,  or  Bishop,  or  Elder,  together 
with  prayer,  on  baptized  children  at  a  certain 
age.  Both  Calvin  (in  his  Institutions,  b.  4.  c. 
19.  s.  4.)  and  Owen  (in  his  Commentary  on  the 
Hebrews,  ch.  6.  v.  3.  p.  33.  vol.  3.)  acknowledge 
that  this  practice  existed  at  a  very  early  period 
in  the  Church.  The  latter  thus  states  its  design; 
"  When  they,  (that  is,  the  children  of  believers, 
baptized  in  their  infancy)  were   established   in 
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the  knowledge  of  these  necessary  truths,  (of 
which  he  makes  mention  before,)  and  had  re- 
solved on  personal  obedience  unto  the  Gospel, 
they  were  offered  unto  the  fellowship  of  the  faith- 
ful: and  here,  on  giving  the  same  account  of 
their  faith  and  repentance  which  others  had  done 
before,  they  were  baptized,  they  were  admitted 
into  the  communion  of  the  Church;  the  elders 
thereof  laying  their  hands  on  them,  in  token  of 
their  acceptation,  and  praying  for  their  confir- 
mation in  the  faith."  This  rite  which  original- 
ly was  confined  to  those  vrho  were  baptized  in 
their  infancy,  was  afterwards  administered  to 
adults,  immediately  upon  their  baptism.  (King's 
Primitive  Church,  part  2.  ch.  5.  Bing.  Ant.  b. 
12.  c.  1.  s.  1.)  In  process  of  time,  when  the 
Church  became  grossly  corrupted  in  her  prac- 
tice as  well  as  doctrine,  it  was  administered  to 
infants  immediately  after  baptism,  that  they 
might  receive  the  Lord's  Supper.  (Bing.  Ecc. 
Ant.  b.  1*2.  c.  1.  s.  2.)  This  historical  fact,  while 
it  exhibits  a  most  deplorable  superstition,  stri- 
kingly illustrates  the  design  of  Confirmation,  a^ 
already  stated  from  Dr.  Owen.  By  this  rite,  ''  it 
came  to  pass,  saith  the  judicious  Hooker,,  (in  his 
Eccles.  Polity,  book  5,  sect.  66,  p.  236,  of  his 
works,  fol.  ed.  Lond.  1723,)  that  children  in  ex- 
pectation thereof,  were  seasoned  with  the  prin- 
ciples of  true  religion,  before  malice  and  corrupt 
examples  depraved  their  minds;  a  good  founda- 
tion was  laid  betimes  for  direction  of  the  course 
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of  their  whole  lives:  the  seed  of  the  Church  of 
God,  was  preserved  sincere  and  sound:  the  pre- 
lates and  fathers  of  God's  family,  to  whom  the 
care  of  their  souls  belonged,  saw  by  trial  and  ex- 
amination of  them,  a  part  of  their  own  heavy 
burthen  discharged;  reaped  comfort  by  behold- 
ing the  first  beginnings  of  true  godliness  in  their 
tender  years,  glorified  Him  whose  praise  they 
found  in  the  mouth  of  infants;  and  neglect- 
ed not  so  fit  an  opportunty  of  giving  every  one 
fatherly  encouragement  and  exhortation:  where- 
unto  imposition  of  hands,  and  prayer  being  added, 
our  warrant  for  the  great  good  effect  thereof,  is 
the  same  which  Patriarchs,  Prophets,  Priests, 
Apostles,  Fathers  and  men  of  God  have  had,  for 
such  their  particular  invocations  and  benedic- 
tions, as  no  man,  I  suppose,  professing  truth  and 
religion,  will  easily  think  to  have  been  without 
fruit."  This  rite  of  Confirmation,  thus  admi- 
nistered to  baptized  children,  when  arrived  at 
competent  years,  and  previously  instructed  and 
prepared  for  it,  with  the  express  view  of  their 
admission  to  the  Lord's  Supper,  shows  clearly 
that  the  Primitive  Church  in  her  purest  days, 
exercised  the  authority  of  a  Mother  over  her 
baptized  children." 

Between  the  views  set  forth  in  the  above  ex- 
tract, and  those  of  the  Episcopal  Church,  con- 
i'erning  the  design  and  use  of  the  rite  of  Con- 
firmation as  exhibited  in  the  service  provided 
for  its  celebration,  there  is  certainly  a  striking 
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coincidence.  The  only  difference  seems  to  be 
in  relation  to  the  officiating  minister.  Episco- 
palians generally  believing  that  in  the  organiza- 
tion of  the  Christian  Church,  the  order  of  Bi- 
shops, as  distinct  from  the  other  Ministers,  was 
introduced,  and  that  in  the  first  ages  the  rite  of 
Confirmation  was  assigned  to  them,  have  there- 
fore made  it  the  peculiar  duty  of  the  Bishop,  to 
perform  this  ceremony.  Those  who  think 
otherwise,  and  that  a  perfect  equality  was  es- 
tablished among  the  ministers,  and  that  this 
rite  was  celebrated  by  all  of  them,  would  of 
course,  according  to  their  system,  assign  such  a 
ceremony,  (if  adopted  in  their  Churches)  to  each 
minister.  Although  the  author,  from  such  ex- 
amination as  he  has  been  able  to  give  to  this  sub- 
ject, is  sufficiently  convinced  in  his  own  mind, 
that  this  rite  was  generally  (though  not  without 
some  exceptions)  performed  by  the  Bishops, 
as  the  presiding  officers  in  the  Church  during 
the  early  ages,  yet  it  is  far  from  his  design  to  en- 
ter into  controversy  about  it,  being  much  more 
disposed  to  establish  the  points,  in  which  the  va- 
rious denominations  of  Christians  happily  agree, 
than  to  expose  to  the  world  those  on  which  they 
unhappily  disagree.  He  rejoices  that  in  the  im- 
portant point  of  religious  education,  as  the  great 
means  of  making  baptism  effectual,  there  is  such 
an  accordance.  Let  us  all  faithfully  labor  in  this 
cause,  according  to  the  methods  which  seem 
Tnost  scriptural,  and  most  likely  to  effect  the  ob 
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j,ect  in  view,  and  as  to  those  things  wherein  we 
differ,  let  us  diligently  endeavor  to  ascertain  the 
will  of  God  as  set  forth  in  his  word,  remember- 
ing that  we  are  accountable  to  him. 


(Note  D.) 

If  it  be  asked  why  this  office  is  assigned  to 
the  Bishops  of  our  own  Church,  whereas  the  ad- 
ministration of  baptism  and  the  Lord's  Supper, 
is  permitted  to  the  Deacons  and  Priests,  it  is  an- 
swered, doubtless  one  reason  is,  that  since  the 
act  which  is  adduced  as  our  example  in  the  Pri- 
mitive Church,  was  performed  by  the  Apostles, 
who  were  the  chief  governors  thereof,  so  it  has 
been  considered  proper,  to  assign  the  same  to 
those  who  now  hold  the  highest  station  in  our 
Church.  The  judicious  Hooker,  quotes  an  argu- 
ment from  St.  Jerome  on  this  subject,  which 
shows  the  opinion  of  that  Father,  who  was  so 
fearful  of  any  thing  like  Episcopal  usurpation, 
and  from  which  it  appears  that  "  the  reason  why 
Bishops  alone  did  ordinarily  confirm,  was  not 
because  the  benefit,  grace,  and  dignity  thereof, 
were  greater  than  baptism,  but  rather  for  that 
by  the  sacrament  of  baptism,  men  being  ad- 
mitted into  God's  Church,  it  was  both  reason- 
able and  convenient,  that  if  he  baptize  them 
not,    unto    whom   the    chiefest  authority   and 
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charge  of  their  souls  belongeth,  yet  for  honor  s 
sake,  and  in  token  of  his  spiritual  superiority 
over  them,  because  to  bless  is  an  act  of  authori- 
ty, the  performance  of  this  annexed  ceremony 
should  be  sought  for  at  his  hands."  The  Bi- 
shop is  considered  as  the  chief  pastor  of  all 
the  Churches  under  his  care,  and  bound  to 
take  an  interest  in  every  individual  belonging 
to  the  same.  There  would  seem  to  be  a  peculiar 
propriety  in  some  ceremony  which  should  bring 
him  into  connection  with  every  member.  By 
this  most  affectionate  and  solemn  form,  he  recog- 
nises each  one,  lays  his  hands  on  them  all,  offers 
up  a  prayer  for  them,  blesses  and  exhorts  them. 
There  is  something  in  all  this  well  calculated  to 
endear  him  to  them,  and  them  to  him,  and  pro- 
duce a  unity  of  feeling,  conducing  not  a  little  to 
the  welfare  of  the  Church.  Various  other  offi- 
ces and  duties,  there  are  assigned  to  the  Bishop 
as  the  presiding  officer,  for  the  good  government 
of  the  Church,  such  as  visiting  the  congregations, 
presiding  in  her  Conventions,  ordaining  her  mi- 
nisters, and  exercising  discipline  according  to 
her  laws,  none  of  which,  however,  does  she 
think,  of  elevating  above  the  sacraments  of  bap- 
tism and  the  Lord's  Supper,  because  she  assigns 
them  to  the  Bishops. 
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(Note  E.) 

The  foUowina:  remarks  of  Bishop  Griswpld, 
in  his  excellent  Pastoral  Letter  on  Baptism,  will 
be  read.  1  liope,  with  interest  and  prolit. 

"  Hence,  too,  you  may  seethe  nature  of  those 
responses  made  in  the  name  of  children,  which 
often  give  offence,  and  are  very  much  misunder- 
stood. From  what  has  been  said,  it  appears,  and 
it  should  be  carefully  considered,  that  whatever 
dut}^  or  obligation  is  laid  upon  all  or  any  one  in 
the  administration  of  baptism,  arises  from  the  na- 
ture and  divine  authority  of  the  sacrament,  and  not 
from  the  responses;  and  if  nothing  be  said  in  the 
child's  name  as  in  private  baptism,  the  covenant 
is  the  same,  as  is  also  the  obligation.  In  the 
responses  which  the  Church  requires,  we  recog- 
nize and  express  those  duties  of  repentance,  faith, 
and  obedience,  which,  according  to  oui*  know- 
ledge and  abilities,  are  inseparably  connected 
with  our  being  members  of  Christ's  Church.  It 
is,  we  fully  believe,  the  Saviour's  will,  that  *'  little 
children"  should  enter  his  kingdom.  The  per- 
son who  administers  the  ordinance,  receives 
them  in  Christ's  stead  and  name,  into  his  family 
and  household.  It  is  the  duty  of  his  Church,  to 
see  that  his  will  be  done  respecting  infants.  She 
directs  that  they  be  brought  unto  him,  by  per- 
sons duly  qualified  for  this  charitable  office.  The 
Minister  acts  as  the  servant  of  Christ;  the  spon- 
sor as  a  member  or  an  agent  of  the  Church, 
performing  her  injunctions.  And  as  the  one  do- 
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clares  the  grace  and  benefits  which  Grod  exhibits 
to  man  in  that  sacrament,  so  does  the  other  ac- 
knowledge the  duty  which  it  most  justly  requires. 

"  The  practice  of  the  primitive  Church,  and 
the  understanding  of  this  matter  by  Christians  of 
the  first  four  centuries,  will  help  to  show  both 
the  antiquity  and  the  reasonableness  of  such 
sponsors  in  baptism.  Indeed  the  early  commence- 
ment of  the  practice  is  a  strong  presumptive  evi- 
dence, that  it  had  the  sanction  of  apostolic  usage. 
It  appears,  from  TertuUian,  that  about  one  hun- 
dred years  after  the  Apostles,  it  was  a  custom, 
established  and  general  in  the  Church,  for  god- 
fathers, as  they  were  then  called,  to  answer  and 
promise  in  behalf  of  children  at  their  baptism. 
From  subsequent  writers,  and  especially  from  St. 
Augustine,  who  flourished  about  three  hundred 
years  after  the  Apostles,  we  learn  that  it  was  the 
established  and  undoubted  practice  for  parents, 
and  other  pious  persons  not  the  parents,  to  pre- 
sent children  to  be  baptized;  and  that  the  man- 
ner and  custom  of  doing  it  was  similar  to  our  pre- 
sent usage.  The  reason  assigned  by  Jewish  wri- 
ters for  engaging  children  in  covenant  with  the 
true  God,  without  their  consent,  is,  that  nothing 
is  done  but  what  is  for  their  undoubted  good: — 
that  we  may  confer  privileges  upon  a  person  with- 
out his  knowing  it;  but  to  take  away  privileges 
without  his  consent,  is  unjust."         *         *         * 

"Under  the  old  dispensation,  and  still  under 
the  Christian,  the  Church  is  the  surety  for  chil- 
iljren  taken  into  her  pale.     The  church,  as  the 
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Lord's  body,  takes  them  in  her  arms;  receives 
them  into  her  nurture;  and  they  are  placed  un- 
der her  guardianship  and  care.  But  it  is  requi- 
site, and,  in  the  nature  of  the  thing,  highly  ex- 
pedient, that  some  person  or  persons  should  be 
particularly  appointed  to  superintend  the  reli- 
gious education  of  each  child  baptized.  The 
Jews  required,  as  in  circumcision,  so  in  bap- 
tism, (which  also  they  administered  to  children,) 
that  for  an  infant  proselyte,  either  his  father,  or 
else  the  consistory  or  Church  of  the  place,  or  at 
least  three  grave  persons,  should  answer  or  under- 
take in  the  child's  name.  Christians  also  have  al- 
ways required  one  sponsor.  The  parents,  if  suita- 
ble persons,  have  generally  been  preferred.  But 
in  case  the  parents  were  dead,  or  not  Christians, 
or  were  otherwise  disqualified,  other  suitable  per- 
sons have  performed  this  charitable  otfice.  •  And 
the  Church  is  bound  to  extend  this  parental  care 
to  every  child  within  her  reach,  not  to  orphans  on- 
ly, but  in  some  cases  to  the  children  of  unbelievers, 
where  it  can  with  propriety  be  done,  and  without 
infringing  the  parents'  right.  In  the  gospel  cove- 
nant which  was  made  with  Abraham,  all  the 
children  of  whom  the  Israelites  had  the  care,  not 
more  "  he  that  was  born  in  their  houses,"  than 
he  who  w^as  "  bought  with  money  of  any  stran- 
ger who  was  not  of  their  seed,"  was  to  be  cir- 
cumcised. Gen.  xvii.  12.  No  children,  for  the 
sins  of  their  parents,  should  be  ^  xcluded  from 
the  privileges  of  God's  people:  though  unhap- 
pily there  are  some  parents  to  whom  the  Church 
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cannot,  without  imprudence,  commit  the  reli- 
gious care  of  baptized  children.  St.  Augustine 
(ad  Bouifacium)  says,  that  infants  are  offered  (in 
baptism)  for  the  receiving  of  the  spiritual  grace, 
not  so  much  by  those  in  whose  hands  they  are 
brought,  though  by  those  too,  if  they  are  good 
faithful  Christians,  as  by  the  whole  congregation 
of  saints  and  faithful  men.  For  they  are  rightly 
said  to  be  offered  by  all  those  whose  desire  it  is, 
that  they  should  be  offered, and  by  whose  holy  and 
united  charity  they  are  assisted  towards  the  com- 
munication of  the  Holy  Spirit.  So  that  the  whole 
Church  of  saints  does  this  office  as  a  mother. 
They  are  offered,  he  adds,  not  by  parents  only, 
but  by  any  other  persons — by  any  that  can  afford 
to  show  them  this  compassion.  "Neither  did 
the  baptism  depend  on  the  holiness,  or  right  faith, 
or  intention  of  those  who  brought  the  child.  It 
was  supposed  to  be  done  by  the  order,  and  at 
the  desire  of  the  Church,  and  particularly  of 
those  who  assisted  with  their  prayers  at  the  of- 
fice." (See  Wall,  p.  1,  c.  15.)  These  sponsors  are 
sometimes  called  sureties,  and  sometimes  witness- 
es; but  the  most  ancient,  the  most  expressive,  the 
most  proper  appellation,  is  that  of  godfathers. 
They  are  parents  to  the  children  in  what  con- 
cerns their  duty  to  God — their  best  interests — 
their  spiritual  life.  As  he  that  showed  mercy 
on  the  man  who  fell  among  thieves,  though  a 
stranger,  was  truly  his  neighbor;  so  in  the  eye  of 
faith,  and  in  what  concerns  religion,  are  they  fa- 
thers  and  mothers,  though  of  no  worldly  kin- 
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dred,  who  bring  infants  to  Christ,  bring  them  up 
in  his  nurture,  and  are  instrumental  in  making 
them  the  sons  of  God,  and  joint  heirs  with  their 
Saviour  of  an  everlasting  inheritance.  Godfa- 
ther or  godmother  is  a  name,  which,  if  consi- 
dered in  its  true  import,  must  awaken  in  the 
sponsor's  breast  a  deep  interest  and  pious  con- 
cern for  the  godchild;  and  when  such  child 
comes  to  years  of  understanding,  he  must,  unless 
devoid  of  pious  sensibility,  reciprocate  the  kind- 
ness with  grateful,  affection.  For  Christ's  sake, 
we  spiritually  leave  father  and  mother;  we  form 
new  relations;  we  of  his  Church  are  one  body., 
one  family,  and  members  one  of  another.  In- 
fants lie  at  the  door  of  the  Church  like  the  im- 
potent man  at  the  pool  of  Bethesda.  Though 
the  angel  is  sent  to  move  the  ii?a?ers;though  Christ's, 
messenger  preaches  deliverance  to  the  maimed, 
and  halt,  and  blind,  inviting  all  to  partake  free- 
ly of  the  waters  of  life;  yet  infants  cannot  par- 
take of  these  mercies  except  some  man  put  them 
into  the  pool.  And  is  hot  he  a  father  in  God;  is 
not  he  a  friend,  indeed,  who  conscientiously  per- 
forms for  them  this  charitable  office?  who  does  all 
that  all  man  can  do  to  give  them  a  new  birth  of 
water  and  of  the  Spirit?" 

In  the  English  Church,  formerly  at  least,  if 
not  at  this  present  time,  parents  were  not  per- 
mitted to  be  sponsors  for  their  children;  the  rea- 
sion  of  which,  says  Wheatly,  in  his  comment  on 
the  Book  of  Common  Prayer,  was,  "That  pa- 
rents are  already  engaged  under  such  strict  bonds. 
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both  by  nature  and  religion,  to  take  care  of  their 
children's  education,  that  the  Church  does  not 
think  she  can  lay  them  und^r  greater;  but  still 
makes  provision,  that  if,  notwithstanding  these 
obligations,  the  parents  should  be  negligent,  or  it 
should  please  God  to  take  them  to  himself  before 
their  children  be  grown  up,there  yet  may  be  others 
upon  whom  it  may  lie  to  see  that  the  children 
may  not  want  due  instructions,  by  means  of  such 
carelessness  or  death  of  their  parents;  and  for  a 
further  prevention  of  people's  entering  upon  this 
charge  before  they  are  capable  of  understanding 
the  trust  they  take  upon  themselves,  it  is  further 
provided  by  the  above-mentioned  canon,  that  no 
person  be  admitted  godfather  or  godmother,  before 
the  said  person  so  undertaking  hath  received  the 
holy  communion."  In  the  organization  of  our 
American  Church,  this  prohibition  was  repealed, 
and  parents  were  allowed  to  present  their  children 
and  be  their  sponsors.  For  the  most  part,  in- 
deed, they  are  their  only  sponsors.  This  provi- 
sion of  the  Church,  by  which  others  were  unit- 
ed with  parents  in  this  solemn  act,  was  formerly 
so  much  abused,  and  such  unsuitable  persons  ad- 
mitted as  sponsors,  that  it  is  now  diffcult  to  in- 
duce even  pious  persons  to  assume  the  office,  even 
where  circumstances  make  it  desirable  and  pro- 
per that  they  should.  We  think  there  is  an  un- 
due scrupulousness  in  some  pious  persons  on  this 
subject. 
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(Note  F.) 

In  support  of  this  view  of  the  qualifications  for 
Confirmation,  the  following  extracts  are  made 
from  the  writings  of  two  of  our  American  Bi- 
shops, and  of  the  pious  and  excellent  Mr.  Walk- 
er, of  Truro,  a  Minister  of  theChurch  of  Eng- 
land. Bishop  Griswold,  in  the  pastoral  letter^ 
already  quoted,  thus  writes: 

"  Finally,  let  it  be  duly  considered,  and  care- 
fully taught  them,  that  at  a  suitable  time,  when 
their  understandings  are  matured,  and  their 
minds  well  instructed,  they  ought,  in  God's  pre- 
sence, and  before  the  congregation  of  his  people, 
to  take  upon  themselves  the  baptismal  obliga- 
tions, to  '  renew,'  in  their  own  name,  '  the  so- 
lemn promise  and  vow,  ratifying  and  confirming 
the  same,  acknowledging  themselves  bound  to 
believe  and  do  all  those  things  which  their 
sponsors  then  undertook  for  them.'  '  So  soon  a^ 
they  are  sufficiently  instructed  in  the  Church 
Catechism  set  forth  for  that  purpose;'  so  soon  as 
they  have  obtained  a  competent  knowledge  of 
their  duty  to  God  and  of  their  salvation  in  Christ 
and  are  prepared  with  a  right  faith  and  sincere 
piety,  to  devote  themselves  to  God  in  a  religious 
profession,  they  should  '  be  brought'  with  their 
own  voluntary  consent  and  desire  to  the  Bishop; 
they  should  be  instructed  how  and  when  to  re- 
ceive Confirmation." 

Bishop  Hobart,  in  a  treatise  on  Confirmation, 
says  that  the  rubric  at  the  end  of  the  catechism 
directs,  '   that  whenever  the    Bishop  shall  give 
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knowledge  for  children  to  be  brought  to  him  for 
Confirmation,  the  Minister  of  every  parish  shall  ei- 
ther bring  or  send  to  him  in  writing,  with  his  hand 
siibscribed  thereto,  the  names  of  all  such  persons 
in  his  parish  as  he  shall  think  fit  to  be  presented 
to  the  Bishop  to  be  confirmed.  This  regulation 
is  obviously  a  very  proper  one.  It  provides  for 
the  judicious  administration  of  this  rite,  guards  it 
from  an  ignorant,  rash,  and  irreverent  reception, 
and  is  calculated  to  induce  the  clergy  diligently 
and  faithfully  to  prepare  the  young  members  of 
their  folds  for  a  solemn  devotion  of  themselves  to 
God."  Again  he  says,  "  that  the  Church  endea- 
vors to  secure  an  enlightened  and  serious  recep- 
tion of  this  rite  by  various  rubrics  on  the  subject, 
in  which  she  evidently  designs  more  than  that 
they  shall  be  able  merely  to  say  the  words  of  the 
catechism.  They  must  have  a  full  knowledge  of 
its  meaning;  and  as  it  embraces  a  comprehensive 
view  of  the  plan  of  redemption,  of  Christian  doc- 
trine and  duty,  and  of  the  privileges  of  Chris- 
tians, these  must  be  understood  and  realized,  be- 
fore children  can  be  qualified  for  receiving  that 
holy  rite  in  which  they  pledge  themselves  to  the 
belief  of  Christian  doctrine,  and  to  the  practice 
of  Christian  duty,  and  in  w  hich  their  Christian 
privileges  are  assured  to  them. 

The  pious  Mr.  Walker,  who  died  about  seventy 
years  since,  thus  addresses  himself  to  the  young: 

"  What  I  have  to  say  to  them  on  the  occasion 
is,  that  until  they  understand  what  their  godfath-  , 
ers  and  godmothers   promised  for   them,    really 
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perceive  themselves  bound  to  believe  and  do 
wiiat  was  so  promised  in  their  name,  and  find 
themselves  moved  and  stirred  up  in  their  hearts 
to  be  sincerely  willing  hereunto,  and  are  actual- 
ly calling  upon  God  to  give  them  grace  for  the 
periormance  of  it,  they  ought  not  to  come  to  Con- 
tirmation;  because  they  therein  declare,  that  hav- 
ing w^eighed  these  things,  and  carefully  examined 
into  their  own  hearts,  they  lind  themselves  deter- 
mined to  perform  them  by  the  help  of  God.  It 
Avere  to  be  wished  that  this  excellent  institution 
were  administered  with  more  frequency,  and  at- 
tended upon  with  more  reverence,  to  the  end, 
that  young  persons  might  be  led  to  more  serious 
impressions  of  the  importance  there  is  in  publicly 
declaring  themselves  content  with,  and  determi- 
ned to  practice,  their  baptismal  vow.', 

(Note  G.) 
On  Baptismal  Regeneration. 
In  the  prayer  which  is  used  in  Confirmation, 
just  before  the  laying  on  of  hands,  there  is  an  ex- 
pression, which  together  with  similar  ones  in 
the  baptismal  service,  has  given  much  uneasiness 
to  many  minds,  and  occasioned  a  strong  desire 
that  they  should  be  either  altered  or  omitted.  It 
is  not  our  intention  to  consider  the  question  whe- 
ther some  slight  alteration  might  not  be  made,  or 
some  omission  allowed,  or  some  prayer  permitted 
as  a  substitute,  which  would  remove  the  objec- 
tion; neither  to  enter  upon  the  question  of  the  ef- 
fect of  baptism;  but  only  to  make  a  few  remarks 
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and  add  a  few  quotations,  in  order  to  defend  tfcfe 
Church  against  the  charge  of  holding  a  doctrine 
subversive  of  real  holiness,  and  dangerous  to  the 
souls  of  men.  It  is  objected  to  the  Church,  that 
its  language  supposes  all  persons  to  be  regenera- 
ted in  baptism,  of  which  no  sufficient  evidences 
appear  in  the  subjects  of  baptism.  Now  the 
question  is,  what  does  the  Church  mean  by 
regenerated  in  baptism?  Does  she  mean  that 
internal  change  of  heart,  and  that  newness  of  life 
which  is  now  most  generally  expressed  by  the 
word  regeneration,  as  used  in  books,and  in  ser- 
mons, and  common  discourse  of  Christians? — 
Does  she  mean  by  it,  all  which  is  required  in  or- 
der to  salvation,  so  that  nothing  more  in  the  way 
of  religious  change,  can  nor  need  t^ke  place?  We 
think  this  can  scarcely  be  said  of  her,  for  it  would 
not  only  make  her  utter  dangerous  doctrine,  but 
convict  her  of  the  most  palpable  inconsistency. 
In  framing  the  baptismal  service,  as  in  other  parts 
of  our  ecclesiastical  system,  may  it  not  have  been 
the  design  of  our  Reformers  to  adopt  language 
which  the  wise  and  pious  might  use  without  of- 
fence, although  they  differed  somewhat  in  the 
meaning  attached  to  that  language?  The  best 
expositors  of  our  articles  and  offices,  who  were 
acquainted  with  the  history  of  the  times  in  which 
they  were  written,  and  of  the  men  by  whom  they 
were  written,  assure  us  that  such  was  the  spirit 
in  which  they  were  adopted.  Accordingly  min- 
isters and  members  of  the  Church,  while  subscri- 
bing the  same^articles,^and  using  the   same  offi- 
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oes,  differ  in  their  construction  of  some  of  them, 
and  yet,  cannot  in  consistency  bring  a  railing  ac- 
cusation against  each  other.  On  the  subject  of 
the  expressions  used  in  the  baptismal  service, 
there  are  some  who  think  that  by  the  regenera- 
tion there  mentioned,  we  are  to  understand  some- 
thing like  a  seed  of  divine  grace  planted  in  the 
soul,  whose  vegetation  and  future  growth  and  pro- 
duction of  fruit  however,  depends  upon  the  im- 
provement of  the  means  appointed,  by  the  baptis- 
ed as  they  advance  in  life.  Others  understand  the 
term  as  applied  to  the  baptized,  only  in  a  hy- 
pothetical manner;  or  by  way  of  anticipation, 
hoping  and  believing  that  children  are  brought 
in  faith,  that  they  will  be  piously  brought  up,  and 
that  all  which  is  promised  for  them  will  be  realiz- 
ed, and  therefore  return  thanks  as  though  the  work 
were  surely  effected.  Others  again,  and  those 
we  believe  to  be  by  far  the  most  numerous,  con- 
sider that  regeneration  as  applied  to  the  effect  of 
baptism,  is  to  be  understood  not  as  an  operatiori 
of  the  Spirit  on  the  soul  of  the  child  or  adult,  but 
as  that  advantageous  change  in  our  spiritual  con- 
dition produced  by  the  death  of  Christ,  and  assu- 
red to  us  in  the  ordinance  of  baptism.  We  be- 
lieve this  to  be  the  most  prevalent  opinion  of  the 
ministers  and  members  of  the  Church,  in  this 
country.  There  is  no  exposition  of  the  views  ol 
the  Church  on  this  subject,  set  forth  by  the  Gen- 
eral Convention,  as  the  authoritative  standard  to 
which  we  might  appeal;  but  we  perhaps,  may  as- 
<'ertain  the  prevalent  opinion,  by   examining  the 
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explanation  of  the  Church  Catechism,  which  }< 
published  by  the  Episcopal  Sunday  School  Union 
and  most  generally  adopted  throughout  the 
Church.  By  referring  to  that  Catechism,  it  will 
be  seen  that  the  church  is  far  from  ascribing  to 
the  ordinance  of  baptism  all  that  some  suppose. 
It  says,  ''that  baptism  is  called  the  washing  of  re- 
generation, because  we  are  thereby  born  into  a 
state  of  grace  or  salvation,"  which  it  explains  to 
be  a  "  state  in  which  in  God's  Church,  we  enjoy 
the  means  of  being  freed  from  sin,  and  a  title  to 
eternal  happiness."  But  then  it  proceeds,  that  in 
order  to  pass  out  of  this  state  of  grace,  or  salvation, 
or  kingdom  of  God  on  earth,  into  the  state  of  glo- 
ry, "we  must  become  new  creatures,"  thereby  de- 
claring that  another  change  besides  that  which 
takes  place  at  baptism,  and  which  is  called  regen- 
eration, must  pass  on  our  souls  before  we  can  be 
saved.  Again,  it  is  asked,  "  what  is  meant  by 
our  being  made  the  children  of  grace  in  baptism?" 
It  is  answered,  that,  "  as  children  of  grace,  we 
enjoy  a  title  to  that  immortality  which  was  for- 
feited in  Adam,  and  that  we  enjoy  through  Christ, 
and  by  his  Holy  Spirit,  the  means  and  the  promi- 
ses of  deliverance  from  the  power  of  original  cor- 
ruption, and  from  the  consequences  of  actual  sins, 
the  present  and  everlasting  displeasure  of  God." 
A  title  to  a  thing  and  the  means  of  obtaining  it,  are 
however,  very  different  from  the  possession  of  the 
thing  itself. .  Would  it  not  be  extending  this  note 
to  an  unreasonable  length,  I  would  here  give  the 
opinion  of  Bishop  Hopkins,  as  to  the  proper  un- 
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ilLTStanuiiig  oi  liie  ((Jims  used  in  the  baptismal 
vservice  He  considers  them  as  referring  to  an  ex- 
ternal or  relative  ehan<^e,  and  not  to  an  inward 
sanctification.  I  cannot  forbear  however,  to 
quote  the  sentiments  of  the  late  Bishop  of 
New  York,  on  this  subject,  who  has,  I  know, 
been  considered  as  entertaining  very  different 
views  concerning  it,  from  those  which  he  really 
held.  In  his  treatise  on  Confirmation,  remarking 
on  that  prayer  w^hich  has  occasioned  this  note,  he 
says: 

"  There  is  a  distinction  expressly  made  in 
Scripture,  uniformlv  preserved  in  all  the  writings 
of  the  Fathers,  and  pervading  all  the  offices  of 
our  Church,  between  that  change  in  our  spirit- 
ual state  which  takes  place  in  baptism,  and  that 
change  of  heart  and  life  from  sin  to  holiness,  to 
obtain  which,  through  the  sanctifying  influences 
of  the  divine  Spirit,  is  the  great  business  of  the 
Christian,  and  which  alone  can  secure  to  him  his 
baptismal  privileges.  The  change  of  spiritual 
state  produced  in  baptism, is  styled, in  the  language 
of  Scripture,  of  primitive  antiquity,  and  of  our 
Church,  reo^neratior,.  The  change  of  heart  and 
life,  is  styled  renovation,  the  '  renewing-  of  the 
mind,' — '  the  renewing  of  the  Holy  Ghost.' — 
The  terras  regeneration  and  renovation  are,  in- 
deed, sometimes  used  by  sound  divines  of  our 
Church,  in  the  same  signification,  to  -denote  a 
change  of  heart  and  life;  but  their  appropriate  and 
distinct  signification  is  that  which  has  been  stated. 

•■  In  the  sacrament  of  baptism,    we  are  taken 
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from  the  world,  where  we  had  no  claim  to  the 
favor  of  God,  and  are  placed  in  a  state  of  salva- 
tion in  the  Christian  Church;  where,  on  the  con- 
ditions of  true  repentance  and  faith,  we  enjoy  a 
title  to  all  the  blessings  and  privileges  of  the  gospel 
covenant.  In  this  sense,  as  it  respects  a  change 
of  state,  baptized  persons  are  re  o-€neraierf;  accord- 
ing to  the  Apostle,  who  expressly  calls  baptism 
the  '  washing  of  regeneration,'  distinguishing 
it  from  the  renewing  of  the  Holy  Ghost.  '  Ac- 
cording to  his  mercy  he  saved  us,  by  the  wash- 
ing of  regeneration  and  the  renewing  of  the  Ho- 
ly Ghost.' 

"  This  view  of  the  sacrament  of  baptism,  as 
conferring  a  conditional  title  to  the  privileges 
of  the  gospel  covenant,  is  agreeable  to  Scripture; 
for  the  language  of  the  Apostles  is,  *  repent,  and 
be  baptized  for  the  remission  of  sins.'  '  Repent, 
and  be  baptized,  and  ye  shall  receive  the  g-ift  of 
the  Holy  Ghost.'  By  one  spirit  we  are  all  bap- 
tized into  one  body.  And  they  style,  in  their 
epistles,  all  Christians,  the  called,  the  elect  ot 
God,  justified,  sanctified,  and  adopted  as  sons. 
Thus  our  Church  has  authority  for  stating,  in 
her  catechism,  that  all  baptized  persons — actual 
repentance  and  faith  being  supposed  in  the  case 
of  adults,  and  these  being  promised  by  sponsors 
in  the  case  of  infants — are  '  members  of  Christ, 
children  of  God,  and  heirs  of  the  kingdom  of  Hea- 
ven;' and  that  'being  by  nature  born  in  sin,  and 
the  children  of  wrath,  they  are  by  baptism  made 
the  children  of  grace,  called  into  a  state  of  paiva 


APPENDIX.  I'll 

tion;'  a  state  in  which  salvation  is  conditionally 
promised  to  them,  and  attainable  by  them." 

"This view  of  baptism,  as  being  the  sacra- 
ment of  regeneration,  the  instrument  whereby 
the  grace  and  mercy  of  God  are  signed  and  sealed, 
so  far  from  being  an  encouragement  to  careless- 
ness and  indifference,  and  to  a  state  of  sinful  secu- 
rity, affords  the  most  powerful  motives  to  repen- 
tance and  holiness.  For  if  Christians  receive  in 
baptism  the  privileges  of  being  'membersof  Christ, 
children  of  God, and  heirs  of  the  kingdom  of  Hea- 
ven,' how  great  must  be  their  guilt,  if,  by  a  life 
of  sin,  they  contemn  and  forfeit  these  exalted 
privileges?  If,  in  baptism,  they  receive  the 
succours  of  divine  grace,  they  are  without  excuse 
if  they  do  not  work  out  their  salvation.  None 
of  these  most  powerful  motives  to  holiness  can 
be  urged,  when  baptism  is  considered  not  as  a 
mean  and  pledge  of  divine  grace,  but  merely  as 
•  a  mark  of  difference  between  Christian  men 
and  others,'  which  is  considered  by  our  Church 
as  an  inadequate  view  of  baptism." 

The  sentiments  of  Bishop  Gris  wold  are  near- 
ly in  unison  with  the  above,  as  may  be  seen  in  his 
sermon.  In  his  sermon  on  regeneration  and  reno- 
ration,  after  explaining  and  justifying  the  doctrine 
of  the  Church,  he  has  the  following  remarks,  in 
which  the  author  fully  concurs.  "  In  the  present 
state  of  religion,  there  is,  we  have  observed,  some 
confusion  in  the  use  of  theological  terms;  Chris- 
tians hear  them,  '  every  one  in  his  own  lan- 
guage, and  in  the  tongue  v/hereio  he  was  bom.' 
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This  makes  it  necessary  for  us  frequently  to  give 
these  explanations.  An  alteration  in  some  few 
expressions  in  our  Liturgy  would  render  these 
explanations  less  necessary,  and  would  remove 
one  great  obstacle  to  the  success  of  our  labors. 
But  till  such  alteration,  by  the  permission  of  God 
and  the  wisdom  of  his  Church,  shall  be  made, 
let  us  be  careful  rightly  to  understand  her  lan- 
guage, and  to  embrace  her  sound  scriptural  doc- 
trine." Were  we  to  examine  into  the  confes- 
sions and  offices  of  the  various  Churches  which 
separated  from  the  Romish  Communion,  it  is 
more  than  probable  that  we  should  find  in  most, 
if  not  all  of  them,  similar  expressions,  which 
seem  too  strong  to  us  at  this  day,  chiefly  per- 
haps because  we  do  not  understand  them  in  the 
same  sense  in  which  they  were  held  by  those 
who  used  them.  Archbishop  Tillotson  in  his 
sermon  on  the  ordinary  influence  of  the  Holy 
Ghost,  speaking  on  this  subject  of  baptismal  regen- 
eration and  the  expressions  used  concerning  it 
in  our  office  for  baptism,  says:  "  thus  not  only  the 
ancient  fathers  spake  of  this  matter,but  bo  likewise 
do  all  the  Liturgies  of  the  Reformed  Churches, 
in  the  offices  and  forms  appointed  by  them  for 
the  administration  of  baptism;"  but  then,  he 
says,  that  the  Church,  in  saying  thai  the  chil- 
dren are  regenerated  in  baptism,  means,  "  that  by 
entering  into  this  covenant,  they  are  put  into  a 
state  and  capacity  of  ail  the  blessings  of  the  gos- 
pel, if  they  do  not  neglect  the  condition  which 
that  covenant  requires  on  their  part."' 
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